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- ing to hiftorians of the moſt un- 
doubted credit, is a native of ſome of the 


American iſlands, eſpecially Hiſpanioſa, 
was brought into Spain near the end of 


the fifteenth century, and thence carried 
into Naples, during the war between 
Ferdinand ef Aragon, and the French, 
by ſome Spaniſh troops, who had con- 
tracted it in the aforeſaid iſland ; for theſe 
and the French ſoldiers having had dif- 
ferent times communication 'with the 

ſame women, according as the ſame towns 

alternately fell into the hands of the two 
- contending parties, this filthy diſcaſe firſt 
A ſpread 


HE venereal diſeaſe, which, accord- 
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ſpread itſelf over the two armies, thence" 


4 made its way into Italy, and has ſince in- 
99 fected moſt part of the inhabitable world; 


and I very well remember, that a certain 
Engliſh merchant, who had reſided many 
i years in Muſcovy, aſſured me, that the 
| venereal diſeaſe was hardly known in that 
country before the reign of the late Czar, 
Peter the Great, becauſe till that time, 
the traffic carried on by the Muſcovites 
i did not require much communication, 
: or dealing with foreigners; but after that 
Emperor had taken the reſolution of vi- 
ſiting other parts of Europe,, and had ſent 
many of his ſubjects abroad to learn 
trades and manufactures, thoſe carried 
back with them the dire effects of their 
amours into their native country, which 
raged there with the greater ſeverity, as 
inflammations and ulcers are the more 
difficult to be cured in cold climates. 
Hence in proceſs of time, t the mutual 
intercourſe of different nations became 
more frequent by wars, trade, and other 
' cauſes, this contagious malady at length 
| * was ſpread far and wide. No diſtemper 
- in medical hiſtory has l with ſuch 
| LL variety 
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a variety of ſymptoms, from the earlieſt 
accounts of it to the preſent time. Lit- 
tle mention was formerly made of the 
gonorrhea, or clap, now uſually the firſt 
and moſt frequent ſymptom attending 
the infection, and other venereal maladies 
which attack mankind, and in treating of 
which I beg leave to offer theſe few pages 
to the public, founded on long practice 
and experience, But if in the early ages 
of this diſtemper, mankind were not 
troubled with this more recent com- 
plaint, the patients were certainly much 
worſe off, when blindneſs, and obſti- 
nate inflammation of the eyes, foul ſtains, 
and blotches of the ſkin, pains, and rot- 
tenneſs of the bones, violent head-achs, 
and falling off of the hair, were among 
the firſt of the terrible ſymptoms brought 
on in conſequence of this almoſt univer- 
ſal diſeaſe; Z7heſe, now, however, but 
very rarely happen from the beginning, 
ſince the appearance of the.clap. 


Whilſt the newly imported venom was 
quickly diffuſed all over Europe, the moſt 
rational ſurgeons took this malady under 
their moſt ſerious conſideration, and in 
A 2 Conſequence 
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conſequence of the improvements now 
made in the method of its cure, there is 
a remarkable mitigation of all the ſymp- 
toms; and the venereal diſeaſe at preſent, 
even the moſt confirmed kind, is of lit- 
tle or no conſequence, provided the ſuf- 
ferer be cautious to put himſelf under the 
care of an experienced ſurgeon, of abili- 
ties and integrity, who makes it his chief 
ſtudy to exert himſelf towards re- eſtabliſh- 


ing the health of his patient, devoid of any 
other conſideration. 


The application of mercurial ointment 
by friction, is ſaid to have been firſt made 
uſe of by a ſurgeon at Montpellier; but 
I cannot learn that the ſame practitioner 
gave mercury internally. When this re- 
medy was firſt diſcovered, it was exhibit- 
ed in ſuch quantities, with cloſe confine- 
ment, reſtriction of regimen, and the 
patients rolled up in flannels, for ſeveral 
months together; that though the diſ- 
eaſe might be conquered, two-thirds of 
the unfortunate ſufferers generally died 
afterwards of pocky conſumptions; and this, 
I am ſorry to ſay, is ſtill too much the 

faſhion 


Cl 
faſhion ; hence we may readily account 
for the number of conſumptive and ema- 
ciated figures to be ſeen every day in the 
ſtreets of our metropolis. 


] have for theſe many years almoſt libe- 
rated my patients, in the worſt of Poxes, 
and I find that yreſb air, and a little exer- 
ciſe, inſtead of doing any hurt, conduces 
ſurprizingly towards forwarding the cure. 
The medicine I make uſe of is of the gen- 
tle alterative kind, and never endangers 
their catching cold. 


When the pox 1s hereditary tranſmitted, 
the degree of virulence with which the 


child will be infected, muſt be extremely 


different, when we conſider the follow- 
ing circumſtances; children begot by pa- 
rents actually poxed, ſhould have this diſ- 
eaſe in the higheſt degree of infection, 
as not only the very principles of life, but 
| thoſe of nutrition alſo, are entirely con- 
taminated; if the parents have not ac- 
quired this diſeaſe till ſome time after the 
conception, the child will be {till leſs in- 


fected, and I have ſeen ſome inſtances 
where 


„ 
where children have been born under ſuch 
circumſtances undiſeaſed; the eaſe of effect- 
ing a cure in thoſe different caſes, will de- 
pend on the degree of virulence. 


When this: malady 1s acquired by coition, 
there are many circumſtances which 
contribute to men and women's receiving 
the infection in an high degree of viru- 
lence; this may be particularly obſerved 
in young people, who contract the diſeaſe 
in their firſt eſſays; the impetuoſity and 
warmth of their paſſion, with the abſor- 
bent ſtate of the parts of generation, makes 
them extremely liable to the malignity of 
the diſorder ; and more fo, if the party who 
, communicates it has a virulent running» 
| ſhankers, ulcers, &c. in the ſtate of inflam- 
mation; this gives to the virus a ſuperior 
degree of activity. In ſuch caſes, the ma- 
lady ſoon becomes developed, with every 
degree of virulence, and ſoon makes a quick 
progreſs, But it is not fo with old vete- 
rans in amours, or in thoſe that are of fri- 
gid conftitutions; we often find ſuch eſ- 
cape, when the female is a&ually diſeaſed ; 
in this Iam perfectly well convinced, from 
the many inſtances that have fallen within 


my 


( vw 1 
my notice, of men and women's cohatiting 
together, where the latter was evidently 
infected, and the former, notwithſtanding 


frequent connection, continued free from 
every ſymptom of the venereal diſeaſe. 


Hence, from repeated experience, it ap- 
pears, that there are ſome particular habits 
of body, and diſpoſitions in the parts of ge- 
neration, which, under the ſame circum- 
ſtances, are more readily infected than 
others. | 


The advocates for exciting a ſalivation 
in the cure of poxes, think that a copious 
ſpitting is eſſentially neceſſary; ſaying, it 
critically depurates and expels the vene- 
real poiſon from the maſs of blood; but 
when ſuch opinions are brought to the 


teſt of experience, it will be found that 


they are egregiouſly miſtaken ; few con- 
ſtitutions will bear, with impunity,” to be 
under the influence of mercury for two or 
three months together; nor can we in ge- 


neral, without imminent danger of debi- 


litating the texture of the veſſels, break- 


ing down the healthy cra/is of the blood, 
igtroduce it in ſuch quantity as ſome gen- 


tlemen ſo familiarly ſpeak of, as neceſſary 


to 
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frequently find when mercury is left off, * 


viii!) 


to effect a cure; and I am convinced, from 


repeated experience, that when the ſyſtem 
is overcharged with mercury, it often 
proves an unſurmountable obſtacle to the 
healing of venereal ulcers. By perſiſting 


in a violent courſe of mercurials, many 


patients have loſt their lives, or had their 
conſtitutions irreparably impaired; and we 


and the patient has recovered his fleſh and 
ſtrength thoſe ſores heal of themſelves with 
but little ſurgical attention. 


As I am well convinced of the many 
dangerous conſequences proceeding from 


giving mercury imprudently to patients, 


ſhall lay hold of this opportunity of re- 


commending to my readers, in the ron geſt 
terms, upon no account whatſoever to 
ſuffer themſelves to be loaded with mer- 
cury ; to cauſe the leaſt diſcharge of ſa- 
liva by the mouth, as the worſt ſpecies of 
poxes are to be cured by a more gentle, 
ealy, mild, and expeditious method, 


without doing the leaſt detriment to the 
„ conltitution. 


. - * Vide Caſe VIIL. if Capt. Mathew. 
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H E diſeaſe, which makes the ſub- 

ject of the following tract, is one 

in which mankind are on many accounts 
much intereſted, very few of either ſex, 
rank, or condition of life, being exempt 
from it; the rich, the poor, the lazy, 
and the laborious, are equally liable to it ; 
and from its being improperly treated, 
it produces certain inconveniences to all 
who are afflicted. . Obſtructions in the 
urinary paſſage are not unfrequently the 
conſequence, as ſometimes to render the 
life of the . miſerable, and put it 1 
” > hy 
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6 to the hazard, obliging him ever after to 


have recourſe to the bougie, to prevent 
the calloſities formed in the urinary ca- 


nal, from clofing up the paſſage, by 


which the emiſſion of both the urine and 


ſeed would be prevented; which might 


at firſt have been guarded againſt, if the 
clap, or the diſcaſe of the urinary paſſage, 


with which the ſufferer was afflicted pre- 


vious to his obſtruction, had been pro- 


perly treated; or, in other words, if a 


proper application had been made to the 
urinary canal, when it was in a ſtate of 


inflammation, proceeding from clappy 
matter, all the evil conſequences might 


have been avoided. 


1 it bb conſidered, that moſt com- 
plaints of the urinary paſſage proceed from 


ill-managed claps, when the unfortunate 


patient gets into the hands of the igno- 


rant, who make him ſwallow a quantity 


of mercury, Cc. which might, with as 


much propriety, be given to a patient, 


who, with a good habit of body, had a 


ſcratch of a pin, or ſome other ſharp 


inſtrument, upon his hand, or finger, 


fo as to cauſe inflammation, pain, &c. 


a | poultice 


e 


Sts EOS at Lt * 
4 * * 5 £4 * > hy 


= 
a poultice applied will be found to be 
the beſt remedy, and will ſoon perform 
a cure without the help of any other 
medicine. If ſuch an application could 
be made to the inſide of the urinary paſ- 
ſage, I am well aſſured, it would cure a 


clap with as much ſpeed and ſucceſs as 
the other. | 


A gonorrhea, or clap, is a local di- 
ſeaſe, confined to the urinary paſſage only; 
it is that ſpecies of venereal, where the 
blood and juices are not affected; the 
glands of the urinary paſſage become in- 
flamed, by the virus lodging on them, 
and exciting them, by irritation, to a 
greater ſecretion of mucus, which, from 
the inflammation they are affected with, 
becomes purulent ; hence I am inclined 
to think, that the virulent running of a 
clap, is nothing more than an increaſed 
ſecretion of the' mucus, which is naturally 


ſe:reted by the glands of the urethra, 


On diſſecting thoſe that died actually 
clapped, the diſeaſe appeared to me, to 
conſiſt in an abraſion of the natural mucus 
of the uretbra, the whole length of which 


2 | ſeemed 


( 4 ) 
ſeemed more or leſs inflamed, red, and 
 bighly excoriated, the lacunæ of the mucus 
lands enlarged, from their being in- 
flamed, and ſlightly ulcerated,* After 
this diſcovery, I began to turn my 
thoughts towards making experiments on 
the different preparations thrown up into 
the part affected, with a view to act im- 
mediately on the inflamed urinary paſſage, 
having no longer any doubt of the diſeaſe 
being local. I was well convinced, that 
if an injection could be diſcovered, poſ- 
ſeſſed of a quality to remove this inflam- 
mation, the cure would be ſoon perform- 
ed; I had every opportunity for this pur- 
| poſe, having ſeldom leſs than between 

fifty and ſixty men clapped, and I accord-_ 
ingly put my intention into execution. 


Every kind of proveial injection had 
been tried, to diſcover which had the 


moſt 


* This I particularly obſerved on the diſſection of 
two men of the 16th regiment of light dragoons, in 
the month of January, 1777, at Brunſwick, in the 
Jerſies, North America; one was a corporal, the 
other private; the latter was ſhot on a patrolling 
party by the enemy, and had been under my eare about 
a week ; the former was killed by a fall from his horſe, 
en the fourth day after he applied to me. 


„ 
moſt favourable effect; the common one, 
prepared of calomel and mucilage of gum 
arabic, ſeems to have the preference; but 
this is far from anſwering the purpoſe we 
wiſh, for in ſubjects where the inflamma- 
tion runs high, calomel thrown up will 
certainly increaſe it, irritating the exco- 
riated parts, and cauſing the heat of urine 
to be intolerable. 


I turned my thoughts towards the ve- 
getable kingdom, in hopes to find a pre- 
paration ſuperior, which 1 luckily hit 
upon; and its effects upon the inflamed 
and diſeaſed paſlage were ſo ſpeedy, as 
aſtoniſhed both me and the patients.“ At 
this time I had ſeveral whoſe claps were ſo 
ſo inflammatory, as to occaſion them, 
from the excruciating pain, to diſturb 
their comrades, particularly when paſ- 
ſing of urine; and, on uſing this injection 
about twenty-four hours, they were re- 
lieved from their torment ; and continu- 


ing to uſe it frequently, for the ſpace of 


three * they were n _ ; ; all 
5 the 


* This is the Plantain Water al by Dif- 
tillation, | "2 


66 : 
the medicine that was adminiſtered in- 
wardly, was an infuſion of ſenna and 
cream of tartar, to keep their bowels 
free. Finding the ſucceſs of my injec- 
tion, I ſoon changed my mode of prac- 
tice, which before had indeed been en- 
tirely erroneous to a fault, though I will 
venture to ſay, it was the method in ge- 
neral made uſe of by the leading men of 
the profeſſion. 


I now ſaw the abſurdity, and great im- 
propriety, of giving mercury in ever ſo 
fmall quantity, in the gonorrhea, which 
was, and I am afraid is ſtill, too much 
the practice in the preſent day ; and there 
cannot be ſtronger proofs of this, than 
the number of gleets, and variety of com- 


plaints of the urinary paſſage, which I © 


have met with in this metropolis, ſince 
my retirement from the army, and com- 
mencement of private practice. 


Strong draſtick purges are highly im- 
proper in every complaint of the urinary 
paſſage, as well as the diſorder occaſioned 
by them in the bowels ; they are deſiruc- 
tive to the tone of the canal and glands 
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of the urethra, cauſing irritation, and 
not unfrequently a great debility ever 
after; by the uſe of ſuch medicines, 
together with mercury, it is not difficult 
to account for the obſtinate gleets, and 
other maladies of the urinary paſſage, 
which every now and then attack man- 
kind, and require nice judgment to con- 
quer. : 


It is aſtoniſhing, that the unfortunate 
would ſuffer themſelves to be ſo ſeverely 
puniſhed, when by a fimple application 
to the part affected, and the bowels kept 
gently free, by whatever the patient him- 
ſelf pleaſes, he obtains a ſound and ſpeedy 
cure in a few days at fartheſt; this time 
is meant in the worſt ſpecies of clap. I 
am happy to inform the public, that I 
have diſcovered ſuch a remedy, and it is 
perfectly innocent in quality, prepared 
from the Plantain Root, proving highly 
friendly to the conſtitution, and I pledge 
myſelf to the world for its certainty and 
efficacy. 


We need not be ſurpriſed at ſuch num- 
bers dein afflicted with CY and ob- 
ſtructions 
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ſtructions in the paſſage, when it is con- 
ſidered the mode that was made uſe of to 
cure their claps. Let the reader obſerve, 
there never was a gleet, that has not been 
more or leſs preceded by a clap; and ac- 
cording to the means made uſe of to cure 
it, will the glands in the urinary paſſage 
be affected; or, in other words, the ſuf- 
ferer will be more or leſs troubled with a 
gleet, or weakneſs, and will be more or 
Jeſs liable ta fungus, or calloſities form- 
ing in the canal. There would be lit- 
tle occaſion for bougies, was this diſeaſe 
treated properly at its beginning and 
the ſtate of the paſſage 'of urine at- 
e to. 


Upon conſidering the old mode of prac- 
tice, handed down to us by ſome of the 
moſt reſpectable authors of the profeſſion, 
it is not much to be wondered at ſo few 
ſurgeons differing from thoſe learned men, 
who carried every thing before them in 
their day. Our Engliſh Hypocrates, the 
great Sydenham, as well as Wiſeman, 
the firſt ſurgeon of his time, lays it down 

as 


( #4 

as a rule, that as the venereal venom is of 
a very inflammatory nature, the princi- 
pal intention in its cure ſhould be eva- 
cuation. In aclap, he fays, recourſe muſt 
be had to ftrong draſtic purges, which 
ought to be perſiſted in for a long time; 
the firſt fourteen days of the diſeaſe, he 


purged his patients every day, then every 
ſecond day, and towards the latter end 


twice a week; and ſhould the cure go 
on but ſlowly, he accounts a mercurial 
vomit to be given extremely effectual; 
when his patients rejected purgatives by 
the mouth, he ordered clyſters ; and he 
cloſes the cure with balſam of Mecca, or 
turpentine. | 


They thought injections did much more 

miſchief than good, hence it is no won=- 
der that ſo many fell victims to this pre- 
poſterous mode of treatment, few conſti- 
tutions being able to endure it, and it is 
very evident that every conſtitution muſt 
be more or leſs injured by it. 


I have been often led to imagine, that 
Sydenham, when treating of the clap, 


wrote more from theory than practice; 
_ : for 


La 


for otherwiſe, the many ill-conſequences 


that muſt attend ſuch a mode of prac- 
tice would have ſoon convinced this ſa- 
gacious phyſician of his error, and the 
ingenious candour that ſo ſtrongly cha- 
racteriſes this great man, would have in- 
duced him, for the good of mankind, 
publicly to confeſs it. 


The mode of cure laid down by Wiſe- 
man and Sydenham, were for a long 
time, with no material variation, followed 
throughout Europe by practitioners, till 
the time that the celebrated Aſtruck gave 
to the world a moſt complete treatiſe of 
the venereal diſeaſe. 


This ingenious author, conſidering a 
clap as an inflammatory complaint, orders 
copious bleeding immediately on its firſt 
appearance, large quantities of emulſions, 
&c. to be drank to obtund the acrimony 
of the urine, and a cooling injection to 
be thrown into the paſlage; after the 
heat and pain are abated, he overthrows 
every thing he was doing before, by or- 
dering his patients ſtrong purges of ſca- 
mony, jalap, and calomel. | 

{1 Hence 


„ 


Hence it muſt be obvious to every | 
underſtanding, that throwing ſuch ſtrong 


medicines into the ſtomach, can do no 
manner of good to a diſeaſe ſituated in the 
urinary canal, but it moſt certainly muſt 
do a great deal of miſchief, by diſordering 
the bowels, and relaxing the excretory 
glands, running the ſufferer into the 
hazard of having obſtinate gleets, and ob- 
ſtructions of the urethra. 


By the uſe of the preparation which 
I have already recommended, every per- 
ſon afflicted with either gleet or clap, 
may cure themſelves with expedition and 
ſafety. 


It is an unfortunate circumſtance for 
the progreſs of phyſic in general, and 
really not ſingular in regard to this diſeaſe, 
that praQtitioners who have adopted a 
mode of treatmeat, that may in the courſe 
of their practice prove generally ſucceſsful, 
become ſo prejudiced in its favour as to 


give it the preference to the excluſion of 


all others. 


2 At 


„ 


At the ſame time, 1 am not ignorant 
what oppofition all new diſcoveries muſt 
meet with, from many prevalent propen- 
ſities in human nature. The minds of 
men grown old in any way of thinking, 
are like heavy bodies on the ſurface of 
the earth, which by long lying have ſunk 
into the ground, and formed to them- 
ſelves a bed, from which they cannot 
be eafily removed, even with very great 
ſtrength; there is a kind of vis inertiæ of 
ſoul as well as body. Novelty, though 
it be true and convincing to them, may 
yet be diſpleaſing; becauſe it puts them 
in mind of their having been wrong all 
their lives, and there are other reaſons 


which weigh and effect the ſame purpoſe. 


It is well known, that very important 
diſcoveries, like rich mines, have lain 
long unattended to, ſlighted, or miſun- 
derſtood, and yet have been afterwards 
univerſally adopted, and brought into phi- 
loſophy and uſe. 


Notwithſtanding theſe conſiderations, 
thoſe few pages are publiſhed to the 
: world, 


e 

world, reſpeAing my remedy, with its 
ſafe, convenient, and ſpeedy effects of 
healing the urinary paſſage, and of cur- 
ing the moſt obſtinate gleets of ever fo 
long ſtanding, without the uſe of bougie; 
it has a wonderful effect of removing ob- 
ſtructions in the urethra, where bougies 
have failed, and of giving vigour and 
ſtrength to the emiſſions of both the 
urine and ſeed. 1 


The true reaſon of all the difficulties 
which attend the cure of claps and gleets, 
and the ſometimes apparent impoſſibility 
of curing ſome of the latter, is entirely 
owing to the erroneous mode of treatment, 
the primary cauſe of which was, getting 
into the hands of the ignorant; the con- 
ſequence of which is, the diſeaſed glands. 
of the urethra become more and more in- 
feed, and the virus in time forms ſmall 
ulcers in the paſſage. A fimilar com- | 
plaint would happen to a ſmall wound on 
any part of the body, attended with in- 
flammation, if the patient had ever ſo. 
powerful medicines adminiſtered internal- 
ly, and no attention paid to poultice, and 
properly dreſs the ſore, it would in time 

form 
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form a cavity, get callous edges with 
fungus fleſh, form an ulcer, and become 
an object of ſingular attention to both 
ſurgeon and patient. Long experience 
has enabled me to aſſert this, proved by 
practice, and not ſupported by theory only, 
which, I am of opinion, ſhould never be 

depended upon, for the treatment of di- 
ſeaſes incident to the human body.— 
When we conſider how few opportunities 
preſent themſelves, of demonſtratively aſ- 
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certaining the actual ſtate of the urinary 
paſſage in a clap or in a gleet, &c. a 
i point which can only be obtained by diſ- 
"i ſection, it is not in the leaſt ſurprizing 
* that practitioners differ ſo very much in 
UN opinion about the mode of treating them, 
4 as well as to the exiſtence of ſome of 
0 thoſe obſtacles J have mentioned. The 


ſeveral affections of the urinary paſſage, 
to which mankind are ſubject, and which 
ariſe in conſequence of ill- managed claps, 
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and not unfrequently oppoſe the free eva- 
cuation of the urine, &c. may be di- 
al ſtinguiſhed as follow: carnoſities, or ca- 
br 
wi 


runcles ; conſtrictions in different parts of 
the urethra, from the callus marks of 
former ulcers; enlargement of the glands, 

that 
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that ſeparate the mucus, generally attend- 
ed with a varicous ſtate of the veſlels ; 
fungus ulcers, ſeated about the ducts of 
the proſtate gland, with an enlargement 
of the ſame, and glands of the urethra, 


Of the variety of complaints to which 
thoſe are expoſed, who have had long 
continued ill-cured claps, there is not 
one more to be dreaded than an habitual 
ſtranguary ; the great danger of an entire 
ſtoppage of urine, which attends this 
diſeaſe; * the frequent deſire the ſufferer 
feels, and the painful endeavours he is 
obliged to exert in order to expel his 
urine, render life as precarious, as it 
muſt be miſerable. 


It rarely happens, that thoſe complaints 
immediately ſucceed a clap; it more 
frequently occurs, that the patient feels 
no prefling ſymptoms for ſome months, 
or even years, after he has been to all 
appearance perfectly cured ; and there are 
very few ſo attentive as to take notice of, 
or be any my alarmed, even though they 


ſhould 


Vide Caſe IX. 
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ſhould not urine in as full a ſtream as they 


were uſed to do; ſo that the diſeaſe is of 
ſome time ſtanding before the patient 
finds any inconvenience from it, or ap- 
plies for advice, which he generally does 
not, until from the progreſs of this com- 
plaint, he perceives that he is both a 
longer time, more frequently ſolicited, 
and obliged to uſe greater efforts in mak- 
ing water. 


That all theſe inconveniences ariſe 
from long continued, injudicieuſly treated 


claps, is proved almoſt every day, by thoſe 
converſant in this kind of buſineſs; and I 


am well aware, the affiicted, on reflection, 
muſt be of this opinion; and repent, 
when it is too late, their misfortunes, in 
the improper mode that was made uſe of 
to cure them. | 


When the clappy matter axes, as I 
have ſaid before, on the fine membrane 
of the urethra, it excites a general inflam- 
mation throughout its whole tragit, the 
mucus glands become enlarged, and ſe- 
crete a preternatural quantity of mucus, 


which is poured into the paſſage by 


the 


( 1.1 
the lacuna, and becomes purulent, from. 
the ſtate of inflammation, and excoria- 
tion, or ſuperficial ulceration, with which 
the paſſage is affected; but when this in- 
flammation is ſubdued by the application 
of my injection, the mucus glands leflen 
to their natural ſize ; the running becomes 
viſcus and ropy, and ſoon totally diſap- 
pears. T he ſame ſucceſs attends the uſe 
of this injection in gleets of the moſt 
obſtinate kind, of ever ſo long ſtanding, 
by its powerful effects on the urinary ca- 

nal; by the balſamic quality with which 
it is endowed, it heals firmly any ſores 
that may be in the urethra, and gives 
vigour and ſtrength to the genital parts. 


On this contrary, when the diſeaſe in 
the urinary paſſage is imprudently ma- 
naged, the mucus glands will become en- 
larged, with a diſpoſition readily to be- 
come more ſo, and be farther productive 
of a derangement in the freedom of cir- 
culation, in the ſpongy ſubſtance of the 
urethra, at different places; hence habitual 
maladies will infallibly ſucceed, Stran- 
guries, particularly thoſe that appear ſo 
immediately after a clap, are cauſed by 

D „ 
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an injudicious mode of treatment, and 
the premature ſtoppage of the venereal 
running, notwithſtanding the patient has 
no other complaint of the infection, yet 


there is a ſtrong preſumption that he 1s 
not perfectly clear of it. 


If he ſhould have no gleety purulent 
running appear, either before or after 
making water, or ſoreneſs along the 
urethra, there is little reaſon to ſuſpect 
the paſſage to have ulcers. 


Caruncles and fungus are often met 
with, and prove diſagreeable obſtacles to 
the efforts of both urine and ſemen, and 
enlargement of the glands becomes ſtill 
more frequent. 


When we wiſh to aſcertain the ſtate of 
the urinary paſſage, it is adviſeable to in- 
troduce a bougie ſmeared with oil; if 

there are enlargements of any moment, 
they will be ſenfible to the touch ; but 
if we find none, and that the patient, 
notwithſtanding, cannot expel the laſt 
drop of his urine ; completely, but that it 

dribbles 


t 16 & 
dribbles from him; if in coition the ſe- 
men is not ejected with a proper degree of 
force, but runs off gradually on the penis 
becoming flaccid, there is a ſtrong pre- 
ſumption that the great gland, called the 
proſtate, at the neck of the bladder of 
urine, is affected, or otherwiſe enlarged, 
and that the excretoria of the veſiculæ ſe- 
minalis, or bladder of ſemen, is affected 


| likewiſe, 


To aſcertain this, the finger ſhould be 
introduced in ano, and thoſe different 
circumſtances will plainly point out the 
ſeat of the malady ; in ſuch caſes I found 
the extract of hemlock do wonders, and 
often perform cures, when my injection 


was made uſe of at the ſame time. 


There is no diſeaſe that requires more 
experience for a ſurgeon to become maſter 
of, than the one now in queſtion, and a 
very ſtrict attention to overcome; great 
diſcernment is required in order to enable 
the practitioner to judge whether the 
complaint is merely local, and the patient 


2 25 „ free 
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free of the venereal virus, and to what 
kind of obſtacle we are to impute 74 


It is but ſeldom a patient puts himſelf 
under the ſurgeon's direction, immediately 
on perceiving a diminution of the ſtream 
of his urine ; he ſeldom applies for ad- 
Vice, until the frequent calls to make 
water, with painful efforts in expelling 
of it, are troubleſome, or a retention of 
urine from any irregularity, and not un- 


frequently inflammation and ſuppuration 
in perineo.* 


Practitioners, for the various obſtruc- 
tions in the urinary paſſage, have unani- 
mouſly recourſe to bougies in a number 
of forms, but moſt of them are liable to 
one objection, which is, that except 
where the obſtacles are ſuch as oppoſe but 
a flight reſiſtance, they do not poſſeſs a 
ſufficient degree of elaſtic firmneſs, to pre- 
vent their loſing their form; when we 
attempt to introduce them beyond any 
conſiderable obſtacle they bend, and if 
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* Vide Caſe XVII. 
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force i is uſed any way through the ſtrie- 
ture, upon extraction the end appears 
broken and twiſted, like a cork-ſcrew, 
which is of great diſadvantage, as it ex- 
cites much pain without doing any kind 
of good. 


To obviate the conſequences of ſuch 
defects, I have for theſe many years paſt, 
formed the bougies I uſe, on cat-gut, of 
a proportionable thickneſs, which anſwers 
every intention, having a proper degree 
of firmneſs and flexibility, without any 

danger either of their breaking or be- 
coming twiſted, and their introduction is 
attended with no pain whatſoever. 


Bougies are frequently made uſe of in 
this metropolis, for complaints in the 
urinary paſſage, with great impropriety; 
ſeveral eaſes of this kind having lately 
come under my care, particularly that of 
a field officer, who had a gleet for three 

years and upwards, and for the cure of 
which he had put himſelf under the care 

of a very eminent ſurgeon; he had taken 
a large quantity of aſtringents, and wore 
bougies 


„ 
bougies every now and then, for ten 
months, but all without the wiſhed- for 
effect. Sometimes, he ſaid, it would 
diminiſh a little, and at others, return 
with redoubled violence, and frequently, 
intolerable pain of the urinary paſſage; 
this I readily inferred, was occaſioned 
from the irritation by the frequent uſe of 
the bougie. He at length was recom- 
mended by a friend of mine, to conſult 
me; I, without heſitation, adviſed laying 
it it aſide and to try my injection, which 
performed a ſound cure in the ſpace of 
three weeks; at the end of which, the 
urinary paſſage was perfectly healed, and 
all the medicine he took, during this 
time, was a little rhubarb to keep his 
bowels free. | 


When the inflammation is violent in 
the parts engaged in a freſh clap, which 
by the bye, is more frequent in young 
ſubjects, who are caught in their firſt 
eſſays, than in old veterans in amours, 
who, in general, have not a third part of 
the pain, I adviſe but little variation in 
my patient's diet ; he is to be very exact 

in 
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in the frequent uſe of my injection, till 
his ſymptoms are abated, which it gene- 
rally does in a few days; and as the 
cure ſeldom exceeds a week at fazzheſt, 
he 1s to avoid uſing violent exerciſe dur- 
ing that time; when the inflammation is 
abated, the injection uſed three or four 
times a day will be ſufficient. 


Experience will convince the moſt 
cautious ſurgeon, of the expediency of 
this method of cure, in preference of 
what hitherto has been uſed, as it cuts 
ſhort the former ſuppoſed neceſſity of 
long continued purging, and giving mer- 
cury, to the great detriment of the con- 
ſtitution. 

As it is a circumſtance of the utmoſt 
conſequence to diſtinguiſh, ſometimes, 
| freſh claps from gleets, particularly if the 

judgment of the praQitioner.employed 
is doubtful ; for if the firſt is miſtaken 
for the laſt, and is neglected, or treated 
according to his mode of practice, any 
wile like it, the ſufferer runs great hazard 


of 


Li 


of getting a confirmed pox ;* on which 
account, I ſhall conclude my obſervations 
on the diſeaſes of the urinary canal, pre- 
viouſly giving my readers ſuch marks of 
diſtinction between a recent clap and a 
gleet, as will enable them, in ſome mea- 
ſare, to judge for themſelves. 


The gonorrhea, or clap, is malignant 
and inflammatory, A gleet moſt fre- 
quently ariſes from relaxation, and bodily 
weakneſs; itching, inflammation, and 
heat of urine, are the forerunners of the 
diſcharge in a clap. The orifice of rhe 
urinary canal is prominent, and often pain- 
Ful, and the ſufferer is attacked with a 
frequent inclination to make water, In 
a gleet, pains of the loins are not unfre- 
quent, and loſs of ſtrength attends the 
diſcharge; if any pain or heat of urine 
follow, it is in much leſs degree, and 
only after long continuance of the diſ- 
charge, which turning ſharp and acri- 
monious, excoriates the ſurrounding parts. 
In a clap the diſcharge ſuddenly appears ; 
but in a gleet it comes on more ſlowly, 

1 and 


| Vide Caſe XIV. 
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and may be produced by irregularities, 
too frequent coition, &c. or whatever 
weakens the bodily powers. In a clap 
the diſcharge is leſs in quantity, and of 
a deeper dye, and not attended with the 
ſame ſymptoms of debility. Gleets are 


more or leſs in quantity after taking cold, 
or uſing much exereiſe. 
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J EMARKS founded upon experience, 


are the ſureſt and ſafeſt pilots to 
truth in every profeſſion; and which, 
when applied to the cure of maladies in- 
cident to the human body, are certainly 
more likely to ſucceed, than pompous and 
plauſible theories, however refined. As 
the practice of medicine originally com- 
menced without theory, it is the opinion 
of ſome of . the moſt learned of the 
ſcience, that it might ſubſiſt as well with- 
out it. Who had any ſhare in giving 
hints, or directing the wild Indian to a 
remedy for his diſeaſe? He cures him- 
ſelf by-the wild vegetables of the field,* 

and 


* Thoſe ſagacious people were the diſcoverers of 
the powerful antidote againſt the bite of a rattle- 
ſnake, which till then was always mortal, but now 

is 
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and as relief is the only thing he regards, 
or cares for, he never enquires into the 
cauſe, Hence practice, built upon ſimple 
knowledge, ſupplies the place of ſpecu- 
lation, and teaches the unlettered tribe to 
place a value on their diſcoveries accord- 
ing to the relief it procures them, 


The rude and uncultivated Africans, 
who are ſubje& to the moſt terrible ſpe- 
cies of the venereal diſeaſe, known by 
the name of yaws, a malady very fre- 
quent among the black nations, whoſe 
ſagacity in the mode of its cure, is not to 
be equalled by any other people on earth; 
for, as if directed by inſtin&, when co- 
vered over with running ſores, they fly to 
the vegetable kingdom for relief, and by 
drinking a decoction prepared from the 
root of a certain plant, a native of both 
Africa and the Weſt-India iſlands, they 
ſoon cure themſelves of this loathſome 
diſtemper. Mercury has been found ta 
fail in the cure of it,* of which I was an 

E + ts eye 


is of little conſequence, provided the remedy is at 
hand; which is the juice of the plaintain and hore- 
hound, equal parts, taken inwardly, and a cataplaſm 

of the leaves bruiſed, and applied to the wound. 
* Vide Caſe IV. 
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eye witneſs; and at laſt recourſe muſt be 
had to this valuable medicine of their 
own, which in a ſhort time conquers 
this loathſome diſtemper; it acts moſt 
powerfully by inſenfible perſpiration and 
urine, gently opening the bowels, thereby 
riddipg the blood of a malady, which 
otherwiſe would ſoon deſtroy the miſer- 
rable ſufferer. 


Man's body is admirably contrived, and 


made to prevent evils ; ſo no leſs art and 
caution hath been uſed to get rid of them, 


when they do happen. When by any 
misfortune wounds or hurts do befal, or 


when by our own negle& we pull down 


diſeaſes and miſchiefs upon ourſelves, 


what emunctories,® what admirable paſ- 


ſages 
* One of nature's moſt conſtant methods here ie, 
by the glands, and the ſecretions made by them; here 


are grounds to admire the contrivance of our blood, 


Which, on ſome occaſions, fo ſoon as any thing deſtruce 


tive to the conſtitution of it comes into it, immedi- 


ately by an inteſtine commotion, endeavoureth to 
thruſt it forth, and is not only freed from the new 


gueſt, but ſometimes what likewiſe may have lain 
lurking therein for a * while, 


And | 
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ſages are diſperſed throughout the body, 
. incomparable methods doth nature 
take, what vigorous efforts is ſhe enabled 
to make to diſcharge the peccant humours, 
to correct the morbific matter, and, in 
a word, to ſet all things right again? 


The 


And from hence it comes to paſs, that moſt part of 
medicines, when duly adminiſtered, are not only ſent 
out of the body themſelves, but likewiſe great quan- 
tities of morbific matter. 


Hippocrates, Lib. de Aimentis, takes notice of the | 
ſagacity of nature, in finding out methods and paſ- 
ſages for the diſcharging things offenſive to the body. 


Valſalva diſcovered ſome paſſages into the region of 
the car drum, of mighty uſe (among others) to make 
diſcharges of bruiſes, impoſthumes, or any purulent 
or morbific matter from the brain, and parts of the 
head. Of which he gives two examples, one, a per- 
ſon, who from a blow on his head had diſmal pains 
therein, grew ſpeechleſs, and lay under an abſolute 
ſuppreſſion and decay of his ſtrength, but found cer. 
tain relief, whenever he had a flux of blood, or puru- 
lent matter out of his ear, which, after his death, 
| Valſalva diſcovered was through thoſe paſſages. 


The other was an apoplectical cafe, wherein he 
found a large quantity of extravaſated blood, making 
way from the ventricles of the brain, through thoſe 


ſame paſſages, Vide Valſal, de aur _— C. 25 14, 
and C. 55 8. 
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The body is fo contrived, as to be well 
enough ſecured againſt the mutations in 
the air, and the leſſer errors we daily run 
upon, did we not in our exceſles of eat- 
ing, drinking, thinking, loving, or ſome 
other folly, let in the enemy, or lay vio- 
lent hands upon ourſelves. Nor is the 
body fitted not only to prevent, but alſo 
to cure, or mitigate diſeaſes, when by 


theſe follies brought upon us. In moſt 


wounds, if kept clean, and from the air, 
the fleſh will glew together with its own 
native balm. Broken bones are cemented 


with the callus which themſelves help to 


make. 


There are many inſtances of diſtempers 


of our bodies being highly ſerviceable to 


the diſcharge of malignant humours,* 
and preventing greater evils. No leſs 
kind than admirable, is the contrivance 
of man's body, that even its diſeaſes 


ſhould many times be its cure ; that when 


the 


* For the blood in a fever, if well-governed, like 


wine upon the fret, diſchargeth itſelf of all hetero- 
geneous mixtures; whereby that which threatens 


death, tends often, in concluſion, to the prolonging 


of life, 
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the enemy lies lurking within to deſtroy 
us, there ſhould be ſuch a reluctancy, and 
all nature excited with its utmoſt vigour 
to expel him thence. To which pur- 
poſe even pain itſelf is of great and ex- 
cellent uſe, not only in giving us notice 
of the preſence of the enemy, but by 
exciting us to uſe our utmoſt diligence 
and ſkill, to root out ſo troubleſome and 
deſtructive a companion, 


What can poſſibly be better contrived 
for animal motion and life, than the 
quick circulation of the blood and fluids, 
which run out of ſight in the capillary 
veſſels, and very minute duds, without 
impediment (except in ſome diſeaſes) be- 
ing all directed to their peculiar glands 
and channels, for the different ſecretions, 
ſenſible and inſenſible; whereof the laſt 
is far the greateſt in quantity and effects; 
as to health and ſickneſs, acute diſtempers 
frequently ariſing from a diminution of 
tranſpiration, through the cutaneous chim- 
nies, and from chronical ones from an 
augmentation ; whereas obſtructions in 
the liver, pancreas, and other glands, may 
only caule a ſchirras, a jaundice, an ague, 


a dropſy, 
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a dropſy, or other ſlow diſeaſes. So an 
increaſe of their ſecretions may accompany 
the general colliquations, as in fluxes, 


hectic fweats and coughs, diabetes, and 
other conſumptions. | 


It is aſtoniſhing, the wiſe contrivance 
there is to preſerve theſe due ſecretions 
from the blood, (on which life ſo much 
depends) by frequent attritions and com- 
minutions of the fluids, in their paſſage 
through the heart, the lungs, and the 
whole ſyſtem of the muſcles | What 
meanders and contortions of veſſels in the 
organs of ſeparation ? And what a con- 
courſe of elaſlic bodies from the air, to 
ſupply the ſprings and continual motions 
of ſome parts, not only i in ſleep and reſt, 
but in long violent exerciſes of the muſ- 
cles, whoſe force drives the fluid round 
in a wonderful rapid circulation through 
the minuteſt tubes, aſſiſted by the con- 
ſtant pabulum of the atmoſphere, and 
their own. elaſtic fibres, which impreſs 
that velocity on the fluids ! 


The air hath AG a very. great ae in 
all the of the ſolid and fluid 


parts. 
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parts. For when the ſyſtem of air comes 
to be corrupted with poiſonous acrimoni- 
ous ſteams, what havock is made in all 
the operations of living creatures ? The 
parts gangrene and mortify under blotches, 
and other tokens; and indeed the whole 
animal ceconomy is ruined ; of ſo great 
importance is the air to all parts of it. 


Having already confidered the local ve= 
nereal affections, with the eaſy mode by 
which they may be removed, when the 
patients get into proper hands, I ſhall now 
relate to my readers the ſafe, and expedi- 
tious method of curing every ſpecies of 
pox,” without a day's confinement, re- 
ſtraint of diet, or endangering the con- 
ſtitution with mercury, by the impro— 
per uſe of which thouſands are ſent, ei- 
ther ſooner or later, from this great me- 
tropolis to their untimely graves. 


Without entering into any prolix de- 
tail of the various opinions of the pre- : 
parations made uſe of to re-eſtabliſh the 
health of the ſufferer, I will only offer 
what I have found, on attentive obſerva- 
tion, the moſt effectual method of cur- 

F ing 
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ing this diſeaſe, under different loathſome 
circumſtances. This medicine is the 
Montpellier Apozem, endowed with the 
moſt powerful alterative quality ; the ſu- 
perior degree of penetrability (if J may be 
allowed the expreſſion) which this medi- 
cine poſſeſſes, above all mercurials ; and its 
action being chiefly determined to the ſur- 
face, may be the reaſon why it is found ſo 
powerful a reſource in all venereal caſes, 
when ſalivation has failed.“ It is judi- 
ciouſly obſerved by an ingenious phyſi- 
cian, that this medicine will ſpeedily re- 
eſtabliſh the health of patients labouring 
under pocky ſymptoms, and who are af- 
flicted at the ſame time with a hawking 
cough, who have a huſky dry breaſt, and 
whoſe nervous ſyſtem is exceſſively irri- 
table, or who are ſubject to any hemor- 
rhage; for it is well known, that ſuch 
will not bear mercury, and which will 
inevitably deſtroy them, even although 
it be ever ſo prudently adminiſtered. It 
is to be drank to the quantity of a pint or 
two a day, and generally eradicates the 

moſt 


Vide Caſe X. 
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moſt confirmed infection, in a few weeks; 
an extract is alſo prepared from it, for the 
convenience of thoſe who travel, which 
may be either taken in the form of a pill, 
or diſſolved in a glaſs of capillaire and wa- 
ter, or any liquid the patient prefers; it 
has the ſame effect as the Apozem; it 
may be had by application to me, either 
perſonally, or by letter, and ſent to any 
part of the world. 


There are no poxes, in general, harder 
to cure than thoſe attended with venereal 
warts; J have ſeen caſes of this kind re- 
ſiſt every mode of treatment, particularly 
repeated mercurial frictions; which when 
too long perſevered in, have terminated- 
in a fatal rapid hectic*k. I found that the 
Montpellier Apozem bids fairer for re- 
moving them, than any other mode of 
treatment I have ſeen practiſed ; beſide, 
the patient has this comfort, that his 
mouth is never affected, nor the breath 
never tainted, nor the gums and teeth in- 
jured, all which evils are occaſioned by 
mercury, as all thoſe who have been for 

FE 2 - any 


Vide Caſe V. 


LL 0 3 
any time under the influence of that pla- 
net muſt allow, 


— In verereal enlargements of the bones, 


and cutaneous eruptions, which we. of- 
ten find elude'the force of mercury, this 
Apozem frequently effects a cure. 


It is a general received opinion among 
practitioners, that in caſes where the ve- 
nereal virus is combined with a ſcorbutic 


habit of body, mercury 1s not only ren- 
dered very precarious, but its adminiſtra- 


tion extremely dangerous. In ſuch caſes 
the Apozem ſpeedily and effectually cures 
both, Mercury is by all allowed danger- 
ous in univerſal weakneſs of the body; 
and where the patient is in the leaſt con- 
ſumptive, he might ſink under a ſalivary 


diſcharge; or, where the blood veſlels, 


from their decay, loſe their vibrating 


power, and cannot ſufficiently re-a& upon 


the circulating fluids; in this cafe mer- 
cury diffuſed throughout the blood, will 
not only prove ineffectual, but further in- 
flame, break down, and deſtroy the parts 
already diſeaſed, When this diſtemper is 


complicated with the gout or rheuma- 


tiſm, 
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tiſm, the exhibition of mercury is highly 
improper, thoſe diſorders are aggravated 
by its uſe ; whereas the Apozem effects a 
cure with ſafety, by correcting the blood, 
and evacuating the putrid humours by the 


diſcharges of inſenſible perſpiration, urine, 
and ſtool. 


The dangerous effe&s of mercury are 
very clearly pointed out by Dr. Robinſon, 
an ingenious phyſician, who has wrote an 
excellent treatiſe on the venereal diſeaſe ; 
and has laid down a number of caſes 
where it was found highly prejudicial, and 
frequently fatal to the patients ; hence all 
candid judges will give the preference to 
the mode of cure by this alterative me- 
dicine, which is gentle and mild in its. 
effects, being much more ſafe, as well as 
more certain, in totally eradicating every 
ſpecies of the venereal diſeaſe, and re- 
pairing the injuries done to the conſtitu- 
tion, by the improper uſe of mercury. . 


A proper 
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A proper Diſtinction between Venereal Symp- 
toms, and thoſe often mijtaken for ye by 
the afflicted. 8 


As nothing can ſo much impair health 
as a ſtate of conſtant ſuſpence and unea- 
ſineſs of mind, the following diſtinguiſh- 
ing marks, ſelected from the obſervations 
of the learned Dr. Aſtruc, who is juſtly 
allowed the beſt author on the venereal 
diſeaſe, are laid down for the ſatisfaction 
and information of my readers. 


The propriety of ſuch obſervations will 

be readily allowed, when it is told, that 
it will enable the patient in ſome meaſure 
to judge for himſelf ; hence it is evident, 
that not unfrequently from the want of 
them, the timorous have often been drove 
to deſpair, and forced into the hands of 
the ignorant, who might turn ſuch un- 
neceſſary fears to their illicit gain. On 
this occaſion, I have thought proper to 
quote the authority of the above author, 
rather than deliver opinions of my own. 


%% No wonder that pocky ſymptoms are 
ſo often doubtful and miſtaken by the 
| patient, 
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patient, for thoſe of other diſeaſes, ſince 
men of judgment and extenſive know- 
ledge in the medical profeſſion, ſometimes 
find it difficult to know the real differ- 
ence; and it is chiefly from repeated ex- 
perience, that we are enabled to diſtin- 
guiſh them more truly. 


« The nature of the figns are two-fold, 
vi. either ſuch as are demonſtrative and 
certain, becauſe they are peculiar to the 
venereal diſeaſe only; or ſuch as are equi- 
vocal and uncertain, becauſe they are com- 
mon to other diſorders. 


e The demonſtrative ſigns of infection 
in women are, Frequent abortion, or the 
fickly conſtitution of children, born at their 
full time, viz. ſuch as ſcrophulous, ricket- 
ty, hectic, and emaciated ; eſpecially if 
theſe diſorders happen in moſt, or all the 
children of the ſame family: A 


«© When local venereal ſymptoms, ſuch 
as ſhankers, excreſcences, warts, or bu- 
boes, appear either ſpontaneouſly at firſt, 
or after an apparent cure break out afreſh, - 
without connection with a ſuſpected fe- 
male, 


n. 
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male, they are certain ſigns of the ſtron geſt 
Infection, 


« All eruptive diſorders of the ſkin, 


when they happen without a manifeſt 


cauſe, and obſtinately reſiſt the force of 
common medicines, are ſuſpicious ſigns 
of a venereal taint; but ſuch cutaneous 
affections ought to be diſtinguiſhed from 
other diſeaſes of the ſkin, which are cri- 
tical and not venereal ; or from yellow or 
livid ſcorbutic ſpots, which moſt abound 
where the other marks of a confirmed 
ſcurvy appear. 


« Ulcers of the throat, noſe, palate, and 
gums, with rottenneſs, or caries of the 


adjacent bones, are often obſerved in an 
inveterate pox; but there is need of cau- 


tion to avoid confounding them with ſuch 


as are ſcorbutic, which are nearly related 


to them in ſituation, malignancy and dif- 


ficulty of cure, but very different in other 
reſpects. For inſtance, venereal ulcers 
firſt attack the tonſels, glands, and throat, 
then the gums, but more rarely and flow- 
1y; on the contrary, ſcorbutic ulcers firſt 


attack 


Ly 
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attack the gums, and afterwards the 
throat and tonſils. 0 


5 Venereal ulcers frequently ſeize on the 
noſe, with a rottenneſs of the ſubjacent 


bones; but ſcorbutic ulcers ſeldom or 
never. | 


« Venereal ulcers corrode and form ca- 
vities ; ſcorbutic ones ſhoot out ſpongy 
excreſcences, or proud fleſh, 


« Likewiſe, venereal ulcers are joined 
with other ſigns of the venereal diſeaſe; 
and ſcorbutic ones with thoſe of ſcurvy ; 


except in the ſcorbutic pox, where the 
ſymptoms are complicated and uncer= 


tain, 


% Care ſhould alſo be taken, not to 
miſtake venereal pains for thoſe which are 


ſcorbutic, rheumatic, or gouty; the for- 


mer are generally increaſed by heat of the 


bed, and are therefore called nocturnal. 


<« Venereal pains are chiefly confined to 


the ſolid, or middle part of the bones of 


the legs, and arms; ſcorbutic or rheu- 
6 | matic 


| 
| 
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matic ones uſually invade the joints and 
membranous parts of the body. The 
firſt are not relieved by common remedies, 
and only yield to a venereal treatment; 
the laſt are mitigated by the uſe of flan- 
nel, or warm weather; they often go off 
and return by irregular periods, and fre- 
quently are produced by manifeſt cauſes, 
ſuch as intemperance, catching cold, or 
living too long on ſalt, or indigeſtible 
proviſion. i 


* If a deep ſeated, violent pain has occu- 
pied the ſame part for a conſiderable time, 
obſtinately reſiſting all remedies; or if 
the patient for ſeveral evenings ſucceſlive- 
ly, has been ſeized with chillineſs, or 
ſlight ſhivering fit, ſucceeded by feveriſh 
heat, and ſweats towards the morning, 
they are ſigns of a latent pox, particularly 

where there are other correſponding ſymp- 
toms. 


«© Tumours of the glands do ſometimes 
happen from cauſes which are not vene- 
real ; particularly from ſcrophulous hu- 
mours, or a ricketty diſpoſition ; there is, 

notwith+ 
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| notwithſtanding, need of great caution to 
diſtinguiſh them (wy 


The equivocal, or more remote and 
uncertain ſigns of infection, are inflams 
mation of the eyes, head-ach, hiſſing noiſe 
in the ears, with thickneſs of hearing; 
giddineſs of the head, and waſting of the 
body, with univerſal weakneſs, and a 
ſlow intermitting fever. 


e If after ſhankers ſuddenly dried up, a 
'buboe repelled, or gonorrhea reſtrained, 
by art, or accident, the ſame complaint 
breaks out again, without any freſh cauſe, 
then it is evident the patient is poxed j 
ſo it is probable there is latent infection; 
or if he is ſubject to a falling off of the 
hair, ulcers in the throat, or noſe, pains 
In the bones, or muſcles, an atrophy, of 
waſting of the body, and flow intermit- 
ting fever.“ 


Fa EY: 
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PETERBOROUGH, March 1770. 


A robuſt man, aged twenty-two, was 
three months in the hoſpital at Leeds in 
Yorkſhire, for a ſwelled teſticle, ſubſe- 
quent to a clap ; the ſurgeons having uſed 
the common methods in ſuch caſes in 


voin, and in putting on a ſchirrhous aſpect, 


condemned it for amputation, to which 
the young man would not conſent, but 
defired to be diſcharged, and having no 
mode of ſubſiſting, he enliſted with a re- 
cruiting party of the 7oth regiment, who 
were then in town; but when the ſer- 
jeant brought him to the ſurgeon, on ex- 
amining the teſticle, he would not paſs 
him. He then left Leeds and came to 
Peterborough, where he had ſome rela- 
tions, and enliſted into the 16th regiment 
of light dragoons quartered there ; as I 
then was aſſiſtant ſurgeon to this Corps, 
he was brought to me for examination; 
his teſticle was of a prodigious ſize, not 

having it ſuſpended, it occaſioned a vio- 
lent pain in his back, and from the long 
journey which he had taken on foot all 
| the 
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the way, he was rendered weak, languid, 
and feveriſh. It felt hard and inſenſible 
to the touch, the ſpermatic chord was 
conſiderably enlarged ; my opinion was, 
that I did not think him a fit perſon for a 
ſoldier, and in conſequence, he was diſmiſſed 
by the non-commiſſioned officer. Major- 
General Harcourt, who then was Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the regiment, ſeeing 
him in a little time after with the ſerjeant 
in the ſtreet, and taking notice of his 
being a well made man, was ſorry to hear 
I had not paſſed him, and accordingly 
ſent for me, to know if I thought it was 
| poſſible to cure him; I could give the 
General but ſmall hopes, indeed, for the 
teſticle had every appearance of a confirm- 
ed ſchirrhous; as he was a deſirable recruit, 
the General expreſſed a ſtrong defire for 
me to take him into the regimental hoſ- 
pital, ordering him daily pay as a ſoldier. 


On putting a few nel to hang he- 
gave me to underſtand, that about eigh- 
teen months before he had a running from 
the penis, for which he applied to a 
country practitioner, whoſe care he had 
been under three months; the firſt month 

| _of * 
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of which he uſed to take a powder 
every third morning, which worked four- 

teen or fifteen times by ſtool, and the in- 
termediate days he took two or three pills 
at night; that thoſe contained mercury I 
had no doubt, as he told me his mouth 


became very ſore, and ſome of his teeth 


were looſe, his running ſtill continued, 
and when his mouth got well, he was 
ordered to bathe every day in a cold ſpring; 


this ſtopped the running, and in about 


another month. the epididimy became hard 
and painful, and by degrees the body of 
the teſticle became alſo hard, enlarged, 


and increaſed, till it arrived at the preſent 
ſtate. 


I began by adminiſtering to him a 
powerful alterative preparation, com- 
pounded of antimony; between whiles, 
he took the extract of hemlock, and 1 
applicd a cataplaſm prepared of the ſame, 
to the diſeaſed teſticle; in the courſe of 
twenty-nine days, it was aſtoniſhing the 
good effects of this treatment, as the teſ- 
ticle now changed from that hard inſen- 


fible feel, to Ss ſofter and ſenſible to the 


touch in about three weeks more I Ans 


z+nly 
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plainly diſtinguiſh the epididimy, and in 
the ſpace of ten weeks from the com- 
mencement of taking his medicines, it 
was reduced nearly the ſize of his other, 
being changed from a highly diſeaſed 
ſtate, to a perfect ſound one in every re- 
ſpect, which before had been condemned 
for amputation ; he was now diſcharged 
the hoſpital to learn his exerciſe, when 
he. afterwards went to America with the 
regiment, and was ſhot in an action with 
the enemy at Prince Town. 


CASE KM 


PeTeRBOROVER, April 1776. 


A young gentleman, aged twenty-three, 
an officer of dragoons, appli to me for 
a running from the penis, which, he ſaid, 
had been more or leſs upon him, ſince 
March 1774, at which time he had been 
clapped, and was under the care of a 
country practitioner, from whom he had 
taken mercury till his tongue was ſwelled, 
and his mouth intolerably painful, with 
a violent ſpitting; when the effects of 
the mercury abated, his running till con- 
tinued till the preſent time; being con- 

vinced 
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vinced there was no virus in the diſcharge, 
JI put him under a courſe of bracing 
medicines, which were continued two 
months, with little or no benefit; I then 
- tried a bougie, with various applications 
to the urethra, but all ſeemed to do no 
good, his gleet ſtill continued. At this 
time we were on our paſſage to New- 


_ York, and adviſed bathing every morning 


in the ſalt water, by plunging into a caſk | 
filled on deck, for that purpoſe ; from 
this he received ſome benefit, but a little 
after our arrival at New-York, it returned 
again with the uſual violence, and con- 
tinued till February 1777, which was the 
time I diſcovered the injection, which I 
have already ſpoken of, by the uſe of 
which for * days, he got perfectly 
well 


= A SEM. 


r. 41, 50, July 1776. 

In my paſſage with the troops to Ame- 
rica, a boat came along ſide from a tranſ- 
port, one morning, with a meſſage from 
an officer of the army, requeſting me to 
g and ſee him, that he was very ill in 
his bed, When I arrived on board the 


tranſport 


( 4] : 
tranſport in which he was, I found him 
with his head leaning over the fide of his 
bed, and the faliva running from his 
mouth in an entire full ſtream ; his 
tongue was ſwelled to ſuch a degree, as to 
extend his cheeks; he could ſwallow no- 
thing, and was totally deprived of his 
ſpeech. 1 immediately perceived it was 
the effects of mercury, and defired his ſer- 
_ vant to get pen, ink, and paper, to write 

ſome account of his caſe, and what mode 
had been uſed by him to get into that 
condition, He gave me to underſtand, 
that having applied to a ſurgeon of emi- 
-nence in London, for the cure of ſome 
eruptions, which had many years affected 
his breaſt, he gave him three boxes of 
pills, with directions to take one or two 
every night, not doubting but they would 
perfectly cure him in the courſe of the 
paſſage, of which he had only taken fix, 
till all at once he was ſeized in the man- 
ner I ſaw him. I ſent him an emollient 
application for his mouth, and proper 
medicines to take, in order to carry the 
mercury out of the ſyſtem as ſoon as 
poſſible. The fourth day he was enabled 
to ſpeak. to me, and to ſwallow ſome 
H - nouriſhment ; ; 
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' nouriſhment ; it was thirty days before 
his mouth was healed. He was now 
emaciated, and melted down to a ſkele- 
ton, and ſeized with a cough and inter- 
mitting fever. rich all this 
ſevere diſcipline, the ſpots on his breaſt 
{till remained; they were of the copper 
coloured kind, with the {kin peeling off 
now and then. When we arrived at New- 
York, he put himſelf under my care ; 
and by a courſe of the Alterative Apozem, 
for nine weeks, was reſtored to perfect 
health ; is now in London, and has never 
had the ſmalleſt return. 
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 Nzw-Yorx, Aug. 1778. 

An Engliſh merchant, who had lately 
arrived from Martinico, where he had 
been a priſoner ſome time with the 
French, employed me to attend him for 
a few puſtulor and leprous eruptions, in 
different parts of his body. He had a 
ſmall abceſs in each arm- pit, and ſome- 
ſmall warts about the anus; his genital 
parts were quite free from any ſymptom 
whatever; his hands and feet were conſi- 
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derably ſwollen, with large fiſſures, from 
whence iſſued a very ſtinking ichorous 
matter. I opened the abceſſes in his arm 
pits, and put him immediately under a 
courſe of mercurials, which was con- 
tinued three weeks; but inſtead of gain- 
ing ground on the diſorder, he got worſe, 
the eruptions became now running ſores, 
did not ſeem in the leaſt diſpoſed to heal 
up, but vented a vaſt deal of ſtinking ſas 
nious matter; nay, even new ones broke 
out under each arm-pit, and a large tu- 
mour formed on his rump, which ſoon 
diſcharged the ſame kind of virulent mat- 
ter. His body became now covered with 
ſcales, which grew ſo hard and ſtiff, 
that he could ſcarce bend a limb or 
finger; a number of ulcers broke out in 
his thighs and buttocks, from whence 
flowed great quantities of purulent and 
ſomewhat bloody matter. A very large 
tumor was allo riſen in his right breaſt, 
and ſoon after on the left, voiding pro- 
digious quantities of the ſame kind of 
matter. It was obſervable in this gentle- 
man's caſe, that wherever any of theſe 
ulcers appeared, they ran only under the 
{kin, being entirely ſeated in, and feed- 
| Hi | ing 
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ing on the adipoſe membrane (which 
confirms the opinion of the Profeſſor 
Boerhaave, about the ſeat of the venereal 
diſeaſe) the muſcles and tendons under- 
neath appeared as fair and florid, as in 
the moſt healthy conſtitution. I was 
really quite confounded at this dreadful 
face of things, and ſeriouſly bethought 
me, What farther method could be taken 
againſt ſo terrible an enemy. I did not 
heſitate to pronounce it the worſt ſpecies 
of pox, called the yaws, which he had 
contracted from ſome of the Negro 
wenches, when he was a priſoner. I jou 
recourſe to a warm emollient bath, 
which his whole body was immerged, 5 
which he was well anointed with an 
emollient liniment; this was done for 
ſeven days ſucceſſively. I found there 
was nothing to be done by mercury in 
any form, and therefore determined to 
run it off by inſenſible perſpiration ; for 
this purpoſe he drank, by my direction, 
| a quart of the Montpellier Apozem a day, 
at the ſame time keeping up a moſt plen- 
tiful dilution, attempting withal, to de- 
tach the ſcaly cuticle, by continued emol- 
lient baths. By this means, the ſcales 


came 
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came off apace, juſt in the manner uſual 
in the confluent ſmall-pox, only much 
larger, ſeveral being above four or five 
inches over. In about a week's time this 
coat of mail was pretty well cleared off, 
and his breath, from being the moſt hor- 
ribly nauſeous J ever ſmelt, became as 
ſweet as that of an infant; he was, 
in conſequence, exceedingly emaciated, 
wherefore I ordered him a plentiful 
nouriſhing diet, but withal to keep to 
his Alterative Apozem, of which he drank 
three pints every twenty-four hours. He 
now began daily to gather ſtrength and 
ſpirits ; in the ſpace of ten weeks, from 
his firſt putting himſelf under my care, 
his health was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, 
and he is at preſent in the city of Lon- 
don. 


C AS 
Nrew-=YoRK, Dec. 1778. 


A young gentleman of fortune, a na- 
tive of Jamaica, aged about twenty-four, 
during his reſidence at New-York, got 

poxed; his ſymptoms were an ulcer in 
the left tonſel, and two or three ſhankers 
on 
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on the nut of the penis, for the cure of 
which, he put himſelf under the care 
of a ſurgeon of deſerved reputation in 
that city, who recommended him to con- 
fine himſelf to his chamber, and to rub 
in the mercurial unction every night; this 
was continued for thirty-five days, till he 
ſpit between three and four pints a day; 
the ſhankers were by this time healed up, 
and his throat almoſt well. On the 
thirty-ninth day he was ſeized with a 
violent purging, accompanied with great 
pain in his bowels, and violent ſtraining 
when at ſtool. His furgeon being alarm- 
ed, deſired I would accompany him on 
his viſit. I found him in great agony, 
almoſt conſtantly on his cloſe-ſtool ; we 
agreed to give him an opiate immediately, 
and an emollient clyſter, in which ſome 
opium was diſſolved every hour; after 
having three, he was much eaſter, and 
went to ſleep, The next day the violence 
of his pain was much abated, but his 
purging ſtill continued ; about the third 
day he paſſed the mucus, that lines the 
inteſtines, more or leſs, in every ſtool ; 
the opiates were continued, but with lit- 
tle or no effect. At this time, what food 
| he 
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he ſwallowed, paſſed off by ſtool, with 


little or no change. He remained in this 


* miſerable ſtate for upwards of ten days, 


when he was entirely emaciated, and na- 
ture quite exhauſted, at length changed, 
the flux ſtopped, and he began to acquire 
ſtrength by very flow degrees. He was 
now ſeized with a hawking cough, and 
had every appearance of having a pocky 
conſumption. I was now ordered to join 
the army, and could make no farther re- 
marks on his caſe; but in twelve months 
after I was informed, that he died ſhortly 
after his arrival at Montego Bay, in Ja- 
maica, where he went to his eſtate. 
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NEW-VORE, May 1779. 

An officer of diſtinguiſhed rank in the 
army, who had great dependence on a 
celebrated preventive, ſent for me one 
morning, having a pain in both teſticles, 
and the glands of both his groins enlarged. 
1 had no doubt, after examining, that it 
was venereal ; but to this I could hardly 
perſuade him, he attributed it to violent 
exerciſe he had taken the preceding day, 
and 


3 
and he added, the caution he took after 
the act, by ſteeping the nut of his penis in 
the ſpecific, he was ſure ſaved him from 
being infected, if uſed any time within 
eight hours. I was aſtoniſhed at his faith, 
and could not help obſerving, that it had 
at laſt completely deceived him. In two 
or three days more he was of my way 
of thinking, the ſwelling in his groins 


enlarged, and became very painful, his 


teſticles alſo inflamed very much. I had 
them immediately ſuſpended, and applied 
an emollient cataplaſm, and took away a 
large quantity of blood; there was neither 
running nor ſhanker, but the inflamma- 
tion was the moſt obſtinate I had ever 
ſeen before, attacking both teſticles, each 
of which was ſwelled to the ſize of a 
large cocoa- nut; it was four weeks before 
I could conquer it, during which time 
one of his buboes diſperſed, the other 
came to ſuppuration, and diſcharged pro- 
digiouſly. When his fever and inflamma- 
tion of the teſticles abated, his appetite - 
became voracious, eating double the quan- 
tity he was ever known to do before, 
when in perfect health. By perſiſting in 
the uſe of the Alterative Apozem, in the 
: ſpace 
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ſpate of fix weeks his buboe was com- 
pletely healed, without the leaſt ſcar, and 
his teſticles of their natural ſize; he 
| looked now full as well as before he was 
taken 111, having a fair and florid coun- 
tenance, with his health perfectly re- 
ſtored. 


C ASE we 

CHATHAM BARRACKs, May 1780: 

A non-commiſſioned officer, aged 26 
got clapped, and being afraid of its com- 
Ing to the knowledge of his wife, for the 
greater privacy, applied to a ſurgeoti in 
Rocheſter to be cured ; in taking his me- 
dicines about a fortnight, his foreſkin 
ſwelled .and inflamed ; he; however, did 
his duty, and kept attending his doctor, 
who was puzzled what to do; at laſt his 
phymoſis got to ſuch a pitch, as to bind 
the orifice of the urinary paſſage, and im- 
pede the diſcharge of his urine. All this 
time the clappy matter had inſinuated it- 
ſelf between the glans, or nut of the 
penis, and the foreſkin, and had made 
terrible havock, He was now in a high 
fever, and unable to get up ; his wife 
1 then 
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then came, requeſting I would go to ſee 
her huſband, who, ſhe ſaid, was taken 
very ill in the night. On aſking him a 
few queſtions, I ſoon diſcovered the cauſe 
of his fever, and deſired that he might 
be brought to the hoſpital, When he 
arrived, I made an incifion of the fore- 
ſkin, upwards of two inches, laying bare 
the glans, which was no ſooner done, 
than the major part of it ſloughed entirely 
away, being completely mortified ; by 
a courſe of antiſceptic and alterative me- 
dicines, with proper dreſſings to the part, 
he was perfectly well in the ſpace of 
thirty-one days, except the mutilation of 
his penis, the nut of which was now 
pointed, and not much thicker than a 
ſmall wooden ſcewer. 
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CHATHAM BARRACEs, May 1780. 

The ſurgeon of the garriſon requeſted 

I might accompany him, to fee a non- 
commiſſioned officer of the 54th regi— 
ment, who had a buboe in the right 
groin, laid open by cauſtick, about five 
weeks before; it had made the moſt 
| aſtoniſhing 


. 

aſtoniſhing havock on the ſurrounding 
parts, I had ever ſeen; the muſcles of 
the thigh were laid bare about ſix inches, 
and it extended upwards far above Fallo- 
pius ligament ; it had a very unfavourable 
aſpect, large portions of the muſcles and 
tendons, ſloughing away at every dreſſing, 
till at length the great artery was almoſt 
naked; he had been ſalivated, and at 
this time was ſpitting near two pints a 
day ; he had a hectic fever on him, and 
every ſign of a pocky conſumption, and in 
about three weeks after this died. 


C A S 
New-York, Auguſt 177 8 


A robuſt man, aged forty-two, mate of 
a ſhip belonging to Briſtol, had been af- 
flicted with a gleet for four years and up- 
wards, in conſequence of an ill-cured 
clap, during which time he had applied 
to many of the faculty for relief, ſome 
of whom, to uſe his own words, patched 
him for a few days, and ſometimes weeks, 
but as ſoon as he performed the venereal 
act, it as conſtantly returned. 
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On his arrival at New-York, he put 
himſelf under the care of an apothecary 
of that city, who gave him pills made up 
of roſin and balſam of capiva, in very 
large quantities; the fifteenth day of tak- 
ing theſe, he was ſeized all at once with 
a ſuppreſſion of urine, accompanied with 
violent pain about his bladder, and a high 
fever. His captain ſent for me to come 
and ſee him, I found him in moſt excru- 
ciating pain; he had paſſed no urine for 
eighty- ſix hours, and he was deprived, 


in a great meaſure, of the intellectual fa- 
culty, | 


I immediately took a large quantity of 
blood away, ordered a clyſter to be thrown 
up, and got him, as ſoon as poſſible, into 
a hot bath, where I drew off his urine ; 

he was now, as he expreſſed himſelf, in 
another world, having by theſe means 
had relief, felt eaſy, and comfortable, 
took an opiate, and went to ſleep. His 
urine, however, did not come away in a 
ſtream for near a month afterwards; the 
tone of the bladder and the neighbouring 
parts being ſo deſtroyed, by the irritating 
medicines that had been made uſe of, 
After 
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After this he put himſelf under my care 
for his gleet, which was the moſt copious 
I had ever ſeen. I recommended him to 
uſe my injection five or fix times a day, 
keeping his bowels at the ſame time 
gently open, cauſing little or no altera- 
tion in his diet, About ten days after the 

gleety matter changed to be quite' thick 
and ropy, and in ten days more it entirely 
diſappeared. His ſhip remained at New- 
York three months after this, during 
which time he had frequent connections 
with the fair, but not the leaſt return of 

his gleet; ſince my return to England, 
I have ſeen a particular friend of his, 
who aſſures me, he never had the leaſt 
return of it, but remains in perfect 


health, 


The following caſe is related in the pa- 
tient's own words, agreeable to the let- 
ter which he did the favour to ſend me, 
after his recovery; and which, by his 
particular requeſt, was publiſhed in 
moſt of the public papers. 
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As it appears to me a duty incumbent 
on every individual, who receives benefit 
From his fellow-creature, and particularly 
where the invaluable blefling, health, 1s 

concerned, not only to return that perſon 
thanks by whoſe ſkill ſuch benefit has 
been derived, but alſo to acknowledge it 
in a public manner, for the good of thoſe 
unfortunate perſons, who may labour un- 
der a malady ſimilar to mine; you have 
my permiſſion to make what uſe you plcaſe 
of the following : 


About ten months ago, I contracted a 
venereal complaint, at Kingſton' in Ja- 
maica, which did not make its appearance 
upon me, till I had been four weeks at 
ſea, in my paſſage home; and having no 
ſurgeon on board, unfortunately got no 
aſſiſtance, any farther than what a ſmall 
medicine box afforded, agreeable to the 
written directions. Ic was twelve weeks 
before we made the Engliſh Channel, 
during 
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during which time the diſeaſe had mady 
rapid progreſs; I was all over covered 
with ſpots and blotches, my ſkin peeling 
off on the leaſt touch ; my right teſticle 
was ſwelled to ſix times its natural ſize, 
exce:ding hard to the touch, and an ab- 
ceſs formed in the urinary paſſage, be- 
tween the ſcrotum and fundament, which 
preſſing upon the paſſage, ſtopped the 
free diſcharge of my urine. I applied 
immediately on my arrival in London, by 
direction of a captain in the army, who 
was my paſſenger, to an eminent ſurgeon 


E in the We end of the town, noted for 


his ſkill in venereal complaints, who ad- 
viſed me to confine myſelf to my cham- 
ber, and I accordingly took a lodging 
near him, for the better convenience of 
his attendance. I was ſoon put under a 
_ courſe of mercury, and a ſpitting excited, 
to upwards of two quarts a day; this 
Was continued, leſs or more, for ſeven 
weeks, during which time my ſymptoms. 
did not at all abate, as was expected, but 
only the ſpots partly diſappeared; my 
teſticle ſtill continued its uſual hardneſs, - 
though free from much pain, and ſtill of 
an uncommon fize, The abceſs formed 
in 
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in my urinary paſſage, became now 4 
running fiſtulas ulcer, through which my 
urine paſſed when I made water. I was 
now ſeized with a hawking cough and 
low continual fever, with total loſs of 
appetite, my gums, mouth, and teeth, in 
horrid condition, when my friend, Lieut. 
Maigill, of the Queen's American Ran- 
gers, calling to ſee me, adviſed me to 
ſend for you, which I immediately did, 
when you poſitively gave it as your opi- 
nion, that if I did not leave off mereury, 
1 ſhould be ſoon a dead man, and that 
another mode of treatment muſt be adopt- 
ed, having had too much mercury al- 
ready. My firſt ſurgeon propoſed to have 
my teſticle taken off, to which you ob- 
jected, and I accordingly put myſelf under 


your care. 
It is above my abilities, Sir, to expreſs 
my gratitude to you, for your ſingular 
ſkill and attention towards me, in ſuch 
a deplorable ſtate, as I was now become a 
nuiſance to all about me, and apparently 
in a deep conſumption. I was removed, 
by your order, to an airy fituation in 
Tottenham-Court-Road, When I began 
LC | to 
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to drink the Montpellier Apozem, to the 
quantity of a quart a day; by your order 
I rode out in a carriage, as often as the 
weather was pleaſant, which, with the 
addition of no other medicine, and the 
dreſſings and applications to the urethra, 
and teſticle, I obtained in the ſpace of 
eight weeks a complete cure, being hap- 
pily relieved from all my ſymptoms. My 
urine, which before paſſed through the 
fiſtula in my urethra, came now the na- 
tural way, the ſore being completely 
Healed, and my teſticle, (which the firſt 
_ gentleman ſaid was become ſchirrous) was 
now of its natural ſize; my cough and 
fever left me; my appetite became good, 
and I daily after gathered ſtrength, con- 
trary to the expectation of my friends, 
acquaintance, and all who knew my caſe. 


I remain, Sir, your ever obliged, 
and obedient ſervant, 


JAMES MATTHEW, 


Maſter of the ſhip Mary, 


in the Jamaica trade, 
 WelleloſesSquare, March 10, 1784. 
To Mr: NAL E, Surgeon, late of 
the fifth Reg: of Foot, No. 9. 
O. Compton. Areet, Soha; 
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Wii's EE: 
Lonpon, March 1783. 

A captain in a regiment of infantry, 
being about to change his condition, and 
fearful of any lurking venereal infection, 
applied to me, to know whether or not 
the diſeaſe would make its appearance in 
the courſe of a month, in caſe the laſt 
female with whom he had connection, 
had infected him. He added, that he 
thought himſelf very lucky to eſcape; for 
he had learned, that one or two of his 
acquaintances were injured, and had rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect they had caught it from the 
ſame perſon. There was an unuſual 
itching about his ſcrotum, but that, he 
continued, could be nothing, as he ſup- 
poſed it aroſe from heat; I defired to ſee 
it, when I diſcovered ſeveral ſpots, the 
cuticle, or outer ſkin, in many places, 
broke, with a flight degree of inflamma- 
tion; this, he ſaid, his nails had occa- 
ſioned; however, as it had the real cri- 
terion of being venereal, and determined 
always to do my duty, as well for my 
own credit, as my patients welfare, I did 
not heſitate to tell him it was the pox. 
| : e 
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There being nothing the matter with the 
penis, he was of a different way of think- 
ing, and went away to his quarters, about 
twelve miles in the country. Falling in 
company with a practitioner there, he 
related his complaint, who gave his opi- 
nion, that it certainly aroſe from the heat 

in walking, and was no more than com- 
mon. The doctor gave him ſome gou- 
lard to waſh it with, which he made no 
doubt would ſoon cure him; after uſing 
it about a week, the ſcrotum got hard 
and inflamed, with a large running, and 
ſpreading fore, and a number of ſcaly 
eruptions. The captain was now alarm- 
ed, and the doctor candidly told him, he 
had better apply to a ſurgeon, who had 
experience in thoſe kind of complaints. 
The captain returned to me again on 
the twelfth day from my firſt ſceing him ; 
his ſcrotum was now in a ſtate of violent 
inflammation, and the eruptions running 
a purulent matter. His teſticles were 
not in the leaſt affected, the diſeaſe being 
fixed in the ſkin only; by emollient ap- 
plications to the parts, with the Altera- 
tive Apozem, that gentle mode, as is my 
cuſtom in all pocky ſymptoms, he was 
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perfectly well in twenty-nine days, dur- 


ing which time he looked as fat and 
ruddy as ever, and in a little time after 


entered into matrimony. 
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| Loxnpon, May 1783. 

Being in company with a gentleman 
going to the city, he requeſted I would 
ſtep into a woollen draper's ſhop, till he 
ſettled ſome buſineſs with the maſter, 
who I perceived behind the counter, 
afflicted with a violent cough and ſpitting 
of phlegm. On his exprefling a wiſh to 


his acquaintance, with whom I was in 


company, to be cured of his cough, he 
inſtantly introduced me. I could not 


help ſmiling, little thinking to be em- 
ployed on the occaſion ; I looked narrow- 
ly at him, and perceived he had that 
aſpe& which is ſo well known to all prac- 
titioners, who are much accuſtomed to 
yenereal practice; he was about twenty- 
four years of age, and 4 a delicate con- 
ſtitution. 


He 
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He obſerved, that beſides his cough, 
which was ſo very troubleſome, he had 
been afflicted with the ſcurvy for ſome 
years; opening his breaſt, and ſhewing 
me a number of ſpots, which gave him 
yaſt uneaſineſs, for the cure of which, he 
obſerved, he had tried all the quack me- 
dicines in vain. Now and then, he ſaid, 
a few ſpots broke out on his head, but 
this he attributed to the hair-dreſfler's 
comb. When I examined minutely into 
the ſtate of his health previous to this, 
as well as the appearance of his preſent 
ſymptoms, I candidly told him, that he 
muſt not be ſurpriſed to hear me aſſure 
him, it was a confirmed venereal com- 
plaint ; and that I had no doubt, but his 
cough was occaſioned by the pccky mat- 
ter falling on his lungs, which might 
terminate in a confumption, and deſtroy 
him, if proper methods were not ſoon 
purſued. He was much amazed at firſt, 
till, after a little reflection, he readily con- 
ſented to comply with any made I ſhould 
preſcribe for his cure, and accordingly put 
himſelf under my care. He had a burn- 
ing fever on him every night, as regu- 
larly as the night came, little or no ap- 
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petite, and every appearance of being hec- 


for his cough, being convinced that, as 


would abate as the virus became more 
and more deſtroyed, In this it turned 
out as I expected, for in a fortnight the 
fever entirely left him, and he began to 
come to his appetite. In twenty-one days 
more his cough abated, and from a pale, 


. now expreſſed a deſire to drink two quarts 
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the uſe of which alone, in the ſpace of 


_ eſtabliſhed, and happily ſaved from an un- 


ſtreet, went into an hotel, and lay with 
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tic. As there was no time to be loſt, he 
began the next day to drink the Mont- 
pellier Apozem ; I gave nothing barely 


well as his fever, was ſymptomatical, and 


fallow, plumbane countenance, his com- 
plexion became perfectly clear, and he 
began to have colour in his cheeks. He 


of the Apozem'a day inſtead of one, by 


nine weeks, he was perfectly freed from 
all his ſymptoms, his health perfectly re- 


timely grave. 


ET A S E MIL 


LoNDON, April 1784. 
A gentleman picked up a girl in the 


her; 
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her; in about three weeks after, he had 
ſeveral ſhankers on the nut of his penis, 
the foreſkin became inflamed, with a ter- 
rible phymoſis ; I attended him, and in 
a ſhort time he got well. Before the diſ- 
order appeared, he had frequent connec= 
tions with his wife, who never had the 
leaſt complaint in conſequence. 


C A'S Bk mm 
Loxpox, April 1784. 
An officer of the royal navy applied 
to me, for advice in a running from 
the urinary paſſage, which, he ſaid, was 
brought on by a ſtrain, and that he was 
well convinced it could not proceed from 
any venereal cauſe, depending on the 
ſoundneſs of the ſudject with whom he 
cohabited. Upon examining the orifice 
of the urinary paſſage, and the colour of 
the diſcharge, I told him, that inſtead of 
a ſtrain, I had not the leaſt doubt but 
that he was clapped, and. would under= 
take to ſerve him on no other terms. He 
replied, that as his girl had nothing of 
the kind, it was impoſſible, and thus 
went away in ſurprize. In about a 
month 
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month afterwards, he ſent for me to his 
lodgings, where I found him in bed, 
ſcarcely able to get up, having a large 


buboe in each groin, enlarged to ſuch a 


degree, as to fill up the cavity, and the 


fluctuation of matter was very eaſily felt 
with the Unger: 


He told me, that he now repented his 
not having taken my advice, and unfor- 
tunately had applied to a medical gentle- 
man in the country, where he had been 
for a few days, and who differed widely 
in opinion with me, aſſuring him it was 


a gleet, and wondered that any ſurgeon 


could make ſo egregious a miſtake, This 
doctor accordingly gave him a bracing 
electuary, and ſome drops; at the ſame 
time recommending to him, in the 


ſtrongeſt terms, to bathe his thighs and 


buttocks in a tub of cold water, every 
morning. This treatment in about a 


fortnight ſtopped the diſcharge, and the 


" glands of the groins became then pain- 


ful and enlarged, till at length he was 
unable to walk. In two days after this I 
made a ſmall opening in each of them, 


and they diſcharged a prodigious quantity 


of 
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of matter. The next day he got up, and, 
with the help of his crutches, limped 
about; I then put him under a courſe of 
the Alterative Apozem, and in thirty-one 
days the buboes were completely healed, 
the marks ſcarcely to be obſerved; dur- 
ing the whole time, he lived as uſual, 
and took freſh air, and exerciſe. 


C AS BE 2X 

LonDoN, June 1784. 
A member of parliament did me the 
honour to conſult me, in a caſe of run- 
ning from the urethra, which had trou- 
bled him, more or leſs, for two years 
and upwards. On enquiry, I found he 
had taken mercury for the cure of a 
clap preceding his gleet, and alſo ſtrong 
purges ; he gave me to underſtand it had 
afflicted him ever ſince. Before I was 
conſulted, bracing medicines, bougies, 
and cold bathing had been tried, but all 
to no purpoſe. As he was obligcd to' go 
down to Devonſhire, upon buſineſs of im- 
portance, I packed up a few bottles of 
my injection, that he might carry with 
him to * in the uſual way. In five 
L. | weeks 
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weeks after, he was ſo obliging as to fa- 
vour me with a letter, informing me, ; 
that he was completely braced up "with- 
out the leaſt diſcharge whatſoever ; and 
his urine, which before dribbled in con- 
ſequence of the lax and debilitated ſtate 


of the parts, came now in a ſtrong and 
full ſtream. 


Bla $ £ IV 


LoxDoN, Fuly 1784. 
A field officer called on me, deſiring I 


would viſit a courtezan, who, he faid, 
was exceeding ill in bed; that ſhe had 
already employed a practitioner for a con- 
ſiderable time paſt, without receiving any 
benefit. I found her in a high fever, 
and in violent pain, with a great diſcharge 
of ſaliva from her mouth, in conſequence 
of the mercury he had taken; upon ex- 
amining farther, I found a remarkable 
large abceſs on the right labia,“ complete- 
ly ſuppurated ; I did not heſitate to make 
a ſmall opening into it, which diſcharged 
2 prodigious quantity of matter. This 
gave her inſtant relief, and when I viſited 


Be ber 
* The right ſide of the genital parts. 
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"0 the next day, ſhe was up, and walk- 
ing about her chamber; I perceived a 
ſmall ulcer on her left tonſel, for which I 
put her under a courſe of the Montpellier 
Apozem, by the uſe of which, and pro- 
per applications to the parts affected, her 


health was perfectly rey in twenty- 
one days. | 


C A S E -- Xm 
Lonpon, Sept. 1784. 
An officer of a provincial regiment, 
aged 46, who had been clapped about 
ſeven years ago, unattended with any par- 
ticular circumſtance, about the fixth year 
after began to make urine with difficulty, 
and in a much ſmaller ſtream than uſual. 
He informed me, that he had been purg- 
ed very much by the medicines his fur- 
geon had given him, and his mouth made 
exceeding ſore for upwards of fix weeks, 
and that it was upwards of two years be- 
fore the running (which in conſequence 
of maltreatment became a gleet) ſtopped. 
In September he had a ſmall abceſs form- 
ed in perines,* and another on one fide of 
L * the 


* The ſpace between the teſticles and fundament. 
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the anus; the former burſted of itſelf be- 
fore he applied, and the latter I opened 
with the lancet. In three or four days 
after this, his urine dripped away through 
the one in his urinary paſſage ; and on the 
fifth day after I was aſtoniſhed, on re- 
moving the dreſſings, to find near an inch 
and half of the urethra like a honey- 
comb, all round the firſt mentioned fiſtu- 
la, making in all fix more holes, each of 
which communicated with the urinary 
paſſage, through which moſt of his urine 
_ paſſed, very little coming the natural way. 
The under part of the ſcrotum, perine- 
um, and one ſide of the anus, were ex- 
tremely enlarged and callous; I immedi- 
ately applied a ſuppurative bougie, which 
was continued for ſome time; by which 
I procured an abundant diſcharge, and 
the ſtrictures were now ſo far removed, 
as to admit the introduction of a ca- 
theter, when I introduced one invented 
by the ingenious Monſ. Pettit, which I 
covered with the bougie plaifter. This 
procured every advantage that could ariſe 
from drawing off the urine in the natural 
way, and to prevent it from dripping 
"| 1] > through 
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through the holes, or fiſtulas in the 10 
ſage. It was ſurprizing to think how 
ſoon the enlargements began to ſubſide, 
and the calloſities to be melted down. 
1 however took the precaution during this 
treatment, to put him on a flight courſe 
of alteratives, and the moſt effectual I 
ever tried, is the Montpellier Apozem, 
of which he drank about a wine quart a- 
day; he now makes water in a full ſtream, 
and the enlargement and calloſities are 
entirely vaniſhed ; and at this time there 
appears only the ſmalleſt oofing out of 
one of the fiſtula, and I have every pro- 


bability that he will ſhortly be erf 
well. 


C A S E ( 

Loxpox, Nov. 784. 
A maſter coach- maker applied to m 
in a caſe of a ſore throat, for which he 
had been under the care of an apothecary 
ſix weeks, who had bled, bliſtered, purg- 
ed, and loaded him with draughts, to 
uſe his own words, as much as would 

fill a barrel, but all to no purpoſe. 


on 
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On examining his throat, I found the 
uvula® floughy and ulcerated ; but before 
this, his voice was a ſufficient criterion 
for me to be convinced of his being 
poxed. I could give him but ſmall hopes 
of ſaving the uvula, the diſeaſe had made 
ſo great a progreſs, and large portions of 
it floughed away every now and then in 
the gargle. At this time a venus' crown 
broke out on his forehead, and his breath 
became ſo intolerably fetid, or ſtinking, 
that few could bear to fit any time in 
his chamber, and it really was a puniſh— 
ment to be near him. 


I recommended him to drink as much 
of the Montpellier Apozem as he could 
with eaſe, .in the courſe of the day, and 
he accordingly made it his common drink, 
both with his meals and when thirſty, by 
this mode he conſumed three quarts a 
day, for ten days ſucceſſively, when the 
malady was overtaken and checked, In 
another week his breath became perfectly 
ſweet, but the uvula was entirely deſtroy- 
ed, without the leaſt veſtige of it remain- 


ing. 


* A portion of the palate of the mouth, 
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ing. The Apozem was continued for 
three weeks longer to a quart a day, which 
made fix weeks from his firſt putting 
himſelf under my care, at the end of 
which his throat was perfectly healed, and 
the eruptions on his forehead entirely 
gone, his health re-eſtabliſhed in every 
reſpect, except his voice, which was 
quite altered, in conſequence of the un- 
fortunate loſs of the uvula. 


C A S B ab 
Loxnpon, Nov. 1784. 

A gentleman employed me to attend a 
favourite courtezan, who had a venereal 
complaint, and at the fame time far ad- 
vanced in her pregnancy; her ſymptoms 
were, an ulcer on the left tonſel, and ſeve- 
ral ſhankers below. She began to drink 
a quart of the Montpellier Apozem a- day, 
which was continued regularly for twenty- 
one days; afterwards a pint a-day for ten 
days more, at the end of which time, 
being in all thicty-one days, her com- 
plaints totally vaniſhed ; during this time 
no alteration was made either in her diet, 
er ulual exerciſe, About a month after, 


ih 
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ſhe was brought to bed of as fine and 
healthy a looking boy, as I ever ſaw, 
quite free from ſpot or blemiſh, and has 
every appearance of thriving well. 


W 
Loxpox, Nov. 1784. 
The maſter of a ſhip i in the New-York 


trade, applied to me in a caſe of an en- 
largement of his right teſticle, which had 
been coming, he informed me, for two 
years paſt; he had been under the in- 
fluence of mercury for two months before 
he left America, but the teſticle was not 
decreaſed in conſequence. 


His bladder had in a great meaſure loſt 
its natural tone, and his urine came fre- 
quently away involuntary ; he was fifty- 
two years of age, and had previous to 
this enjoyed a good ſtate of health. The 
ſtream of his urine diminiſhed, he faid, 
for the laſt year remarkably, became 
forked, and at laſt fo feeble that it 
dribbled away. There was not the leaſt 
_ obſtruction in his urinary paſſage, as ap- 

. peared when 1 introduced the bougie, and 
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the *proſtate gland felt ſound to the touch. 
'The teſticle was hard and inſenſible, and 
2 fluctuation of water was conſpicuous, 
rendering it a complicated complaint. 
When I repreſented to him the neceſſity 
of drawing off the water previous to any 
attempt towards a cure, he readily con- 
ſented. When I introduced a ſmall tro- 
char, and drew off a pint of water, I 
was enabled to examine the teſticle more 
minutely, and alſo to give him encourage- 
ment. He ſoon began to drink the Mont- 
pellier Apozem a quart a-day, from which 
he found ſo much benefit, that at his own 
requeſt, it was increaſed to two a-day, 
which he continued forty- five days, at 
which period the bladder, &c. had ac- 
quired ſo much tone, as to enable him to 
make water in a full ftream, and his teſ- 
ticle became ſoft and ſenſible, very near- 
ly the ſize of the other. The abſorbents 
appear now to do their duty, his health 
is re-eſtabliſhed, and I have every proba- 
bility of his continuing ſo. 

M CASE 


© gland at the neck of the bladder, very ſubject 
to be diſcaſed by this malady, 
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ſe A 8 E XXI. 
London, 1784. 


A gentleman from Northumberland, 
that had been under the hands of a phy- 


fician in town, famous for his knowledge 
in this diſeaſe, and had taken his leave as 


perfectly cured of a gonorrhea ; about a 
month after the running returned with 
uncommon degrees of virulence, he 
thought it time to wait on his doctor 
again, who by his electuaries and turpen- 
tine (on which laſt, he ſaid, he almoſt 
dieted) he became caſy for a few months, 
and returned to the country, when the 
diſcharge again made its appearance. Be- 
ing a married man, it made him very un- 
happy in his mind, and he kept corre- 
ſponding with his phyſician fer a con- 
ſiderable time, to little purpoſe; till de- 
ſpairing of his gleet, a worthy friend of 
mine, a Member of the moſt Honorable 
Houſe of Commons; did me the honor 


to recommend me to him. He took poſt- 


chaiſe and determined to come to Lon- 


don, travelling upwards of two hundred 
and ſixty miles; I adviſed the Alterative 


Apozem 


(. 33 ] I 
Apozem in ſmall dozes, together with 


the frequent ule of the injection, he be- 
came in twenty-one days as perfectly 


well as ever he was in his life; but ſtill 


fearing relapſes, which he had been uſed 
to, he deſired to continue the courſe a 
little longer, which was done about a 
fortnight, and ſo confirmed his cure, that 
he continues now as free from that gleet, 
as if never afflicted with it. 


C A S E ͤ — 
London, 1784. 


A gentleman, aged thirty-three, after 
a clap ill-managed by a country apothe- 
cary, who, it appeared, had actually ſa- 
livated him, by the copious exhibition of 
mercury; whether his deſign was to ſti- 
mulate the glands to that degree or not, 
I will not pretend to ſay ; however, the 
caſe proved too much for him, and his 
patient was ſo relaxed, that it was above 
his abilities to ſtop his gleet, notwith- 
ſtanding many months trial. When he 
applied to me, he had not only a moſt 
abundant gleety diſcharge from the urina- 
ry paſſage, but his ſemen diſcharged it- 
M 3 ſelf 
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ſelf involuntarily when at ſtool ; he was 


likewiſe troubled with a clammy humor, 
that iſſued from his ſcrotum, and the 
inner parts of his thighs. This gentle-, 


man was perfectly reſtored to his priſtine 


health, by taking the bark, and making 
frequent uſe of my injection, waſhing the 
parts outwardly affected, as well as throw- 
ing it into the urinary paſſage. 


„„ 


London, 1784. 


A gentleman having got rid of all 
ſymptoms attending a gonorrhea, which 
he had been afflicted with, and had con- 
tinued in good health in every reſpect, 
was afterwards perplexed with a whitiſh 
foulneſs, that gathered between the fore- 
ſkin and the nut of the penis, which by 
detergents, aſtringents, and other appli- 


cations, for near two years, he could not 


get rid off. It was generally, he obſerv- 
ed, moſt troubleſome to him ſpring and 
fall, and was of that nature, that if not 
daily waſhed, and kept clean, it would 


gather again; and if not removed, would 
in 
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im time make angry, inflame, and exco- 
riate both the nut and prepuce. This 
put him under ſeveral apprehenſions, 
whether this might not proceed from his 
former gonorrhea, and having made ap- 
plication to me, I told him my opinion, 
and believed it to be more a ſharpneſs of 
the humors, than any venereal taint. In 
this it turned out as I expected, for it was 
only a gleeting humor, of the ſame na- 
ture as gleets that iſſue through the paſ- 
ſage of the yard; only the one oozes from 
the glands, or nut of the penis, and the 
other from the glands in the urethra, or 
paſſage of the yard. I ordered him the 
moſt gentle alteratives, and to waſh the 
parts, and injec very trequently with the 
injection, which had the good effect I 
expected, and never have occaſion to 
doubt of; ſo that this gentleman was. 
perfectly cured, to his no ſmall joy, after 
an utter defpair of ever being ſo, or ever 
being capable of the marriage-bed, by 
reaſon of the tenderneſs, as well as debi- 
litation of thoſe muſcular and nervous 
parts, neceſſarily <a in the act of 
generation, 


CASE 
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Lox Dod, 1784. 

A gentleman of no ſmall figure in this 
town, aged about forty-three years, was 
all on a ſudden taken with pains in his 
limbs, which, his phyſicians ſaid, was the 
rheumatiſm; they directed what they 
thought neceſſary, and in a great meaſure 
releaſed him from his pains; upon which 
enſued ſcurvy ſpots (as was termed) or 
breaking out all over him, to remove 
which they ſent him to Bath; where 
upon drinking the waters, all to appear- 
ance vaniſhed, and the gentleman return- 
ed home, to his. hiking, in a perfect 
ſtate of health. A month or two after, 
his breaking out appeared again all over 
him; his face not being free made him 
very unhappy ; upon applying again to 
one of his phyſicians, he told him, it was 
the ſcurvy, and preſcribed for him ac- 
cordingly, but it was to little purpoſe. 
The patient at length calling to mind an 
old venereal taint, he had a ſtrong ſuſpi- 
cioa it proceeded from thence, though 


he 
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he had been married ten years, and his 
lady, to all appearance, as well as any 
one in the world. Upon this thought, 
and hearing me ſpoke of in company he 
was with at a coffee-houſe, the next day 
came to my houſe, and told me the 
whole ſtory. Upon viewing his ſpots, I 
told him they were certainly venereal, and 
gave him the Montpellier Apozem, re- 
commended for old venereal remains, 
which he took but for three weeks, and 
it perfectly cured him; it is now four 
months fince, and I dare affirm, he will 
never have cauſe to complain of his old 
diſaſter. He was ſo well pleaſed, that by 
all means his lady muſt go into the ſame 
courſe, who, by his perſuaſion, (not know- 
ing for what reaſon, or from whom) did 
ſo for about a fortnight, under the notion 
only of ſweetening her blood, and by 


way of prevention, but truly for the ſake 
alſo of being ſecured. 


O A S E AT. 


London, 1784. 


An artiſt in the city, having had con- 
nection with a foul woman, got a ſhanker 


On 
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on the nut of the penis, with which he 
ran to a ſurgeon, to have ſomething to 
heal it, making no more of it than a 
ſcratch of a pin; the ſurgeon allo called 
it a trifle, which could be ſkinned over in 
a few days; and in this he was as good as 
his word. The patient returned home 
well pleaſed, took the ſame freedom with 
his wife as uſual, thinking all the danger 
over; a while ater the man was afflicted 
with violent pains ; his wife complained 
of a ſore eye, and all this was ſuppoſed to 
be from catching cold, as it is commonly 
called, and as ſuch treated by the apothe- 
cary to the family; but he having no 
ſucceſs, a phyſician was called, who term- 
ed it a Rheumatiſm in the man, and the 
King's Evil in the woman; but his efforts, 
for a conſiderable time, made but ſmall 
abatement. At length, the huſband ſuſ- 
petting the cauſe, and hearing of a cele- 
brated diet drink that is publiſhed, be- 
tween them they took thirty pounds 
worth of it, but to as little purpoſe as 
before. By this time, both their throats 
were full of ulcers; the man, in ſhort, 
loſt his uvula, and the bones of his pa- 
late and noſe were affected; the woman 
loſt 
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loft the ſight of one eye, and indeed, they 


were both rendered miſerable objects, at 
the time I was recommended to them. 


I immediately preſcribed the Montpel- 
lier Apozem, to the quantity of a quart 
a-day, to each, and made proper applica- 
tions to the throat and noſe of the man; 
the woman had alſo a tumor formed in 
her neck, which by the medicines was 
diſcuſſed. In the ſpace of thirty-ſix 
days they were both retrieved, the diſeaſe 
overtaken and deſtroyed, but not without 
Venus's ſcars, which can never be re- 
medied, loſs of ſubſtance not being to be 

repaired. | 


That the venereal infection is commu- 
nicated frequently by the mouth, as well 
as by the parts of generation, is a certain 
fact, as inſtances of this has often occured 
to me in the courſe of Practice. We 


f both young and old, without ever per- 
as the venereal act; and this ſhanker: 
will be attended with violent pain, and 

N * 
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ſymptomatick fever, as happens not un- 
frequently with a ſhanker on the nut of the 
penis; this mutual accord, confent, and 
Jympatny of the members of our body, 
there is no reaſon to doubt, is made by 
the commerce of the nerves,* and their 
artificial poſitions and curious ramrfica- 
tions throughout the whole body, which 
is incomparable. To give a deſcription 
of the nerves from their origin in the 
brain, the cerebellum, and ſpine, and fo 
through every part of the body, would 
be tedious, and perhaps inſipid to my 
readers; one inſtance may ſuffice for a 
ſample of the whole, and that ſhall be, 
the great ſympathy occaſioned by the 
fifth pair of ,nerves, which I chooſe to 
inſtance, rather than the par vagum, or 


any 


* Galen well obſerves, that the nerves miniftring 
to motion, are hard and firm, to be leſs ſubje& to in 
jury ; but thoſe miniſtring to ſenſe are ſoft and tender 5 
and that for this reaſon it is, that four of the five 
ſenſes are lodged fo near the brain, viz. partly to par- 
take of the brain's ſoftneſs and tenderneſs, and partly 
for the fake of the ſtrong guard of the ſkull, Vide 
Galen de us Part, Lib. 8. Cap. 5, 6. 


any other of the nerves; becauſe, al- 
though we may have leſs variety of noble 
contrivance, and art, than in that pair, 
yet we ſhall find enough for our purpoſe, | 
and which may be diſpatched in fewer 
words. Now this fifth conjugation of 
nerves 1s branched to the ball, the muſ- 
cles, and glands of the eye; to the ear, 
to the jaws, the gums, and teeth; ta the 
muſcles of the lips,* to the tonſils, the 
palate, the tongue, and the parts of the 
mouth; to the præcordia; alſo, in ſome 
meaſure, by inoſculating with one of its 
nerves; and laſtly, to the muſcles of the 
face, particularly the cheeks, whoſe ſan- 
guiferous veſſels it twiſts about. 


From hence it comes to paſs, that 
there is a great conſent and ſympathy be- 
tween all parts of the human body; 3 A 
guſtable thing ſeen or ſmelt, excites the 


2 appetite 


* Doctor Willis gives the reaſon, Cur mutua 
imaſiorum oſcula labiis impreſſa, tum præcoadia, tum 
genitalia, afficiendo, amorem ac libidinam, tam facile 
irritant, to be from the conſent of thoſe parts, by the 
branches of the fifth pair. Vide Nerv. Deſer. Cap. 22+ 
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appetite, and affects the glands, and parts 
of the mouth; that a thing ſeen or heard 
that is ſhameful, affects the cheeks with 
modeſt bluſhes; but, on the contrary, if 
it pleaſes and tickles the fancy, then it 
affects the breaſt and muſcles of the mouth 
and face with laughter ; but a thing 
cauſing ſadneſs and melancholy, doth ac- 
cordingly exert itſelf upon the breaſt; 
and demonſtrates itfelf by cauſing the 
glands of the eyes to emit tears,* and 
the muſcles of the face to put on the 
ti wank _ of crying. 


Hence alſo, that torvous look pro- 
duced by anger and hatred, and that gay, 


and pleaſing countenance accompanying 
love and hope. 


In 
Tears ſerve not only to moiften the eye, to clean 
and brighten the cornea, and to expreſs grief, but 


alſo to alleviate it, according to that of Ulyſſes to 
Andromache, in Senecas Troas. v. 762. 


Tempus moramque dabimus, arbitrio tuo implerg 
Lachrymis, fletus ærumnas levat, | 


9% 

In ſhort, it is by means of this com- 
munication of the nerves, that whatever 
affects the ſoul, is demonſtrated (whether 
we will or no) by a conſentaneous diſho= 
ſition of the breaſt within, and ſuitable 
configuration of the muſcles withgut. 
By which means (as Pliny faithf)/ the 
face of man alone is the index of ſorrow, 
or joy, of pity, or ſeverity. 


4 Plio. Nat. Hiſt, Lib. II, . 37. 
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| London, Fuly, 1785. 


L. S. Eſq. A gentieman of fingular 
worth, fortune, and faſhion, had been 
afflicted for a conſiderable time with an 
ulcer at the neck of his bladder, and ano- 
ther near the orifice of the urinary paſ- 
ſage; there was a conſiderable degree of 
ſtricture, and whenever he uſed frequent 
coition there was an ozing of matter from 
the urinary canal: being on a viſit in town 
and having been a little intemperate, the 
ulcers diſcharged large quantities of mat- 
ter, without occaſioning any pain in the 
urinary paſſage; he was much alarmed, 
and employed Mr. Tomkins, Surgeon, to 
attend him for this complaint. 


Mr. T. taking it for granted that it was 
a freſh clap he had caught, began to ad- 
miniſter ſmall quantities of mercury, and 
gave an injection to be thrown into the 
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paſſage; this was continued for between 
three and four weeks, but inſtead of gain- 
ing ground Mr. S. got worſe and worſe, 
and began to be much alarmed, more eſ- 
pecially as he was now ſeized with cold 
night ſweats, and violent irritation about 
his bladder, his reſt entirely di ſcompoſed, 
with a total loſs of appetite and ſympto- 
matic fever. 


In this fituation Mr. S. ſent for me, 
having previouſly told Mr. Tomkins that 
he intended puttins himſelf under my 
care. On the 29th day of July, I vi- 
fited him in Buckingham: ſtreet, Vork- 

Buildings, where I found him in the 
condition already deſcribed ; he was re- 
clining upon a couch, and really unable 
to get up to ſpeak to me in an erect poſ- 
ture: at firſt, I was obliged to give him 
an opiate to compoſe him, as he was of an 
irritable temperament. My injection I ad- 

vided to begin immediately, and the next 
day he commenced the extract, both of 
Which agreed with him perfectly well. 
It 
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It is unneceſſary to give the detail dur- 
ing my attendance on this gentleman, let 
it ſuffice to ſay that he mended daily un- 
der my care; on the 2oth of Auguſt he 
was perfectly freed from every ſymptom, 
and on the 24th he went to Southampton 
to ſpend the ſummer. On the 5th of 
December following, he did me the fa- 
vour to call on me, previous to his go- 
ing to his home in the country, and I 
was happy to hear that he has continued 
din perfect health ever ſince, being freed 
from all his complaints: he is ſo obliging 
as to permit me to give a reference to 
any gentleman requeſting it. 


sn . XXVE 


London, Sept. 1785. 


SAMUEL C—— RK, Eſq. was recom- 
mended to conſult me, by Thomas Sand- 
ford, Eſq. of Ingateſtone, Eſſex; this 
gentleman had been afflicted with an ul- 
cer near the neck of his bladder for near 

four 
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four years; there was a conſtant diſcharge, 
more or leſs, of matter, which iſſued from 
it through the urinary canal, whenever he 
happened to drink hard, or live intempe- 
rate; the neck of his bladder was ſeized 
with inflammation, and a ſtoppage of urine 
was generally the conſequence, ſo that 
his life was three or four times put to the 
hazard, and his urine during this time, 
was always obliged to be drawn off by a 
catheter, or the artificial tube, made for 
that purpoſe. This was an alarming ſitua- 
tion to be in, and his mind was made 
very unhappy. In September 1785, he 
conſulted me in this unfortunate ſitua- 
tion, which I found was entirely occa- 
ſioned from an ill-cured clap : he was very 
much emaciated, with a very fallow coun- 
tenance, his ſtomach impaired and relax- 
ed to an amazing degree; he had been 
under the care of all the country practi- 
tioners in his neighbourhood, as well as 
ſome of the Doctors of this metropolis, 
but in vain, for notwithſtanding the bou- 
gies and various internal medicines, his 
ſymptoms ſtill continued more or leſs 
O violent. 
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violent. On the 1oth day of the laft 
mentioned month, he commenced tak- 
ing the Montpellier extract, and began 
the uſe of the vegetable injection, which 
he had not uſed a week till he found him- 
ſelf quite a different man ; the irritation 


about the bladder abated, and the ulcer 
diſcharged a milder matter, the night 


ſweats, which he was ſubject to, entirely 
left him, and his reſt became much 
more compoſed; in a word, on the 
29th of November following, he did me 
the favour to inform me by letter, that 
he found himſelf reſtored to perfect health, 
being entirely freed from all thoſe. 
alarming and dangerous ſymptoms ; and 
he is ſo obliging as to permit me to 
give a reference to any gentleman that 
may require it, 


CASE 
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London, September, 178 5. 
J. B. W. Efq. of Woolwich, a young 


gentleman about twenty- three years of age, 
had been afflicted with the tabes dorſales, 
or a ſeminal weakneſs, for near three years; 
it had reduced him to a very weak ſtate, 
and had brought on various other diſa- 
greeable ſymptoms in conſequence. 


On the 1oth of September he applied to 
me, though with little expectations on his 
part of a cure ; having been already under 
the care of ſome of the profeſſion, eminent 
for their abilities. The remedy which I | 
ordered him, agreed with him ſo well that 
in the ſpace of a fortnight he was happy 
to inform me that he had found great be- 
nefit. He attended me regularly in town, 
every two or three days after the firſt week, 

during which he remained in my neaghs 


bourhood, 


Ons. T ſhall 
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T ſhall not take up any more of my rea- 
der's time in this caſe, but briefly inform 
him, that by the 28th of November he 
was reſtored to perfect health, acquiring 
his natural complexion, and had got in- 
to fleſh, which before was fallow and 
emaciated. I am permitted to give a re- 
ference whenever called upon by a gen- 
tleman, = 


APPENDIX, 


APPENDIX, 


ARTICULAR Directions for taking 
the Montpellier Extract will be gi- 
ven along with it, but it will alſo be ne- 
ceſſary for the patient to obſerve the fol- 
lowing general rules. The Extract uſually 
keeps the body gently open, procuring two 
motions each day, but this effect will vary 
according to the ſtate of the bowels, and 
ſtrength of the patient's conſtitution, there- 
fore in very coſtive habits, it may be ne- 
ceſſary occaſionally to increaſe the quan- 
tity. 


It being ſoft, balmy and reſtorative, it 
agrees with every ſtomach, and requires 
ng 
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no confinement; the patient may uſe mo- 


derate exerciſe, and go abroad in his uſual 
manner, but ought to attend to the fol- 


lowing regimen. He ſhould avoid acids, 
and things ſalt or high ſeaſoned ; fat meats, 
hogs fleſh, and ſour vegetables are at this 
time prejudicial ; dry food, white meats 
roaſted, ſuch as veal, rabbits, fowls, &c. 


are preferable, He ſhould abſtain from 


the immoderate uſe of liquors, efpecially 
thoſe of the ſpirituous kind; and, at meals, 
drink ſparingly of any of the light wines 
diluted with water, 


Such was the method obſerved in ad- 
miniſtring this medicine at Paris and 
Montpellier, by the ingenious Monſieur 
Plank and Monſieur Petit, where it ſuc- 


ceeded in the moſt deplorable caſes of the 
venereal diſeaſe, and other chronic diſ- 


orders, ariſing from impure humours or a 
diſtempered blood, after all other medi- 
cines had proved ineffectual, 


The venereal poiſon is generally ima- 
gined to be of an acid, corroſive, and fixed 
| nature, 


( wh ] 
nature, but this cannot be affirmed with 
certainty, that theſe qualities actually re- 


| fide in it, becauſe we can only judge of 


the nature of this poiſon by the effects it 
produces. 


I preſume it will evidently appear, from 
a general review of the number of authors 
who have written on this diſeaſe, that it 
is not attended with thoſe malignant and 
dreadful ſymptoms, as at its firſt introduc- 
tion into Europe. This I think may be 
juſtly attributed to the progreſs that has 
been made in the knowledge and proper 
method of its cure; by which the activity 


of the virus being generally lęſſened, the 
_ diſeaſe is not communicated with that de- 


oree of virulence; but notwithſtanding its 
ſymptoms do not make that rapid and fa- 
tal progreſs, they did a century ago, yet 
they are fully ſufficient to curtail life by 
ſlow but ſure degrees. 


The nature of venereal poiſon being 
ſuch as to communicate acrimony, and 
diſpoſe the blood to a viſcid or ropy 

| ſtate, 
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ſtate, the cure will be ſooneſt brought 
about by ſuch things as blunt the acri- 
mony, thin the blood, and evacuate the 


offending matter by perſpiration, urine, 
and ſtool. 


The venereal poiſon is deemed corroſive 
from the ſtrong tendency obſerved in ve- 
nereal ulcers to ſpread and eat deeper, 
the blood therefore being altered from 
its ſound ſtate, by the acrimony of this 
poiſon, all the fluids ſeparated from it 
will become vitiated and unfit for the 
purpoſes of life; the ſolids will not only 
be robbed of their due ſupply of nou- 
riſhment, but alſo ſuffer from the ſharpneſs 
of the juices, irritating, and at laſt co- 
roding the veſſels in which they circu- 
late. 


By the ſaline deterging quality of the 
Montpellier Apozem, it diſſolves the 
coagulated lymph, and powerfully opens 
the obſtructed glands ; whilſt by its ſoft 
balſamic parts, it becomes friendly to the 
conſtitution, defending the ſolids, and 
ſheathing 
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ſheathing the acrimony of the ſharp juices, 
which fret and irritate their tender fibres. 
This medicine being poſſeſſed of all the 
above properties, is directly ſuited to an- 
{wer every intention of cure; being com- 
poſed of ſaline penetrating ſubtle parts, 
with a ſoft reſtorative balſam, readily 
mixing with the animal fluids, and with 
them eaſily conveyed to every part of the 
body; it occaſions no tumult in the blood, 
but goes the whole length of the circu- 
lation, and ſearching to the extremities of 
the fineſt trainers, ſubdues and evacuates 
the venereal poiſon, or other offending 
humou:s. In this manner the Montpel- 
lier Apozem purifies the blood, and gra- 
dually changes it from a diſtempered to a 
ſound ſtate. Thus it effects a radical cure 
without diſordering the patient, or leav- 
ing him in that languid, death-like con- 
dition, which unavoidably follows a 
courſe of mercurials. This remedy be- 
comes highly reſtorative, by giving bal- 
ſam to the vital fluid, and for the. ſame 
account it will repair 1njuries done to 
the conſtitution, by the baneful mineral 

| mercury. 


206 } 
mercury. I have known many get into 
fleſh during its uſe, who before were 


thin and ciated, * as in Cales fourth 
and tenth. 


I would from long practice and ex- 
perience recommend this medicine, in 
conſtitutions where the patient is inclin- 
ed to inward decay, for ſuch is a very 
improper ſubject for to uſe mercury ; 
even after ſalivation has proved in vain, 
and left the ſufferer hectic or conſump- 
tive, or any eruptions on the ſkin, head- 

ach, or wandering pains. 


Thoſe whoſe ſtrength is impaired by 
the bane of youthful vigour (Self P——) 
will find effectual and permanent relief 
from this remedy, there are many com- 
pounds ſold in this Metropolis, commonly 
called reſtoratives, which are generally 
prepared with Spaniſh flies, or ſuch 
heating ſtimulating ingredients, which 
can only produce a temporary effect, 

by ſtimulating the urinary paſſage, and 
will conſequently leave the afflicted more 
debilitated 


0 10% 
debilitated afterwards, by laying : an adi 


tional ſtrength on parts which were much 
too weak before. 


No medicine, properly ſpeaking, can be 
conſidered truly reſtorative, but ſuch as 
has a power to ſoften the ſharp thin blood, 
and reſtore that fine balmy lymph, which 
nouriſhes the body, and invigorates the 
whole vital flame. | 


Imbecility in men, and barrenneſs in 
women, may be often removed by the 
Montpellier remedy, as I have had occa- 
ſion to obſerve in ſeveral inſtances. This 
prolific effect in the former was probably 
brought about by its rendering the blood 
richer and more balmy, and by which a 
greater quantity of ſemen was ſecreted; 
and in the latter by repairing the fe- 
male conſtitution, and reſtoring the menſes 
to their natural quantity, and regular pe- 
riods, without both which women do not 
uſually become pregnant. 


1 have 
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I have lately had ſome female patients, 
who from a bad ſtate of the blood, and 
Irregularities peculiar to their ſex, were 
debilitated and relaxed, (a remarkable in- 
ſtance of this occurred in the caſe of Mrs: 
D. of Dean-ſtreet, Soho) ſhe had been 
afflicted for years with the fluor albus, 
and ſhe might with propriety be ſaid to 
have remained barren, or being with 
child, conſtantly miſcarried about the 
fourth month. April 2oth, being then 
pregnant, and in this languiſhing condi- 
tion, having long laboured under ill 
health, and was of a delicate frame and 
a valetudinary babit of body. She had at 
this time alſo a troubleſome cough, and 
her ſpittle was now and then tinged with 
blood: her phyſician had ordered re- 
peated blecding, and kept her on low 
diet, indeed ſhe was reduced to the laſt 
extreme of weakneſs, and ſhe began to 
take the Apozem with ſo mnch relief, 
that her ſtrength, ſpirits, and appetite 
increaſed every day, and ſhe was happily 
delivered at her full time of a ſtrong male 
| | child 3 
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child: this lady has been ſo kind as 
to allow me the liberty of making a re- 
| ference. 


In particular caſes of nervous diſorders 
ariſing from a venereal taint, ſcrophulous 
or ſcorbutic humours, the uſe of this me- 
dicine will be found equally ſalutary, by 
eradicating the ſeeds of thoſe latent di- 
ſeaſes, for ſo long as they remain in the 
blood, and poiſon the ſanguineous fluid, 
or that vital ſource from which all the 
parts of the body are ſupplied with nou- 
riſhment, ſo conſtant will the nervous 
ſyſtem remain weak, languid, and in- 
firm. 


Doctor Morton, a very celebrated phy- 
ſician, in his Book upon Conſumptions, 
and I am of opinion the beſt that ever 
was written on that ſubject, diſtinguiſhes. 

this fatal malady into two kinds, viz. the 
original and the ſymptomatic conſump- 
tions, the firſt, he fays, ariſes from ſome 
defect in the natural ſtructure of the bo- 
dy, where medicines can do but little 
Li ſervice; 
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ſervice ; the laſt from the effect of vher 
diſtempers, which particular ſpecies of 
conſumption can only be cured when 
thoſe are taken away. Of this kind are 
the venereal conſumption, the ſcrophu- 
lous conſumption, and the ſcorbutic con- 
ſumption, where the blood is tainted 
with the leven of theſe diſeaſes. Stupor 
and giddineſs of the head, confuſion of 
ideas, and loſs of memory, attended with 
ſluggiſhneſs, low ſpirits, and ſlow fever, 
often proceed from the venereal poiſon ; 
ſometimes from an immoderate uſe of 
mercury, or from a ſcrophulous or ſcor- 
butic cauſe, which all rob the blood of 
its nouriſhing balſam, and 2 the 
danger of a conſumption. 

Every ſpecies of conſumption, ariſing 
from thoſe cauſes, this medicine will re- 
lieve or- cure when duly adminiſtered, 
for. being conſtantly and for a conſidera- 
ble time admitted into the blood, it will 
by degrees correct its morbid quality, 
and by its active attenuating ſalt, diſſolved 
in a ſoft balmy 9 will ſo. dilute and 


leſſen 
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leſſen the coheſion «of the animal fluids, 
that the venereal poiſon, ſcorbutic of 
ſcrophulous acrimony, will be readily ſe- 
perated from the ſound juices, and waſhed 
out of the body by the ſeveral diſcharges 
of perſpiration, urine, and ſtool. 


Whoever miſtruſts the efficacy of this 
remedy, from its want of that ponder- 
ous quality with which mercury and 
other minerals are endued, will pleaſe 
to attend to a very common experiment, 
which will entirely overthrow that ob- 
jection ; for inſtance, the bones of ani- 
mals, which have for ſome time eaten 
their food with a mixture of madder root, 
do by ſuch means acquire a very florid red 
colour, even in their moſt ſolid compact 
parts; this circumſtance is mentioned 
particularly by that deſervedly great man, 
and firſt Anatomiſt of the age, profeſſor 
Monro, of Edinburgh, who tpeaking of 
the veſſels of the bones, relates the tol- 
lowing circumſtance : 


„ The 
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The cleareſt demo of the i in- 
timate diſtribution of theſe ſmall arte- 
ries, is to obſerve the effects of ſuch 
a tinging ſubſtance, as can retain its 
colour when ſwallowed, digeſted 
and mixed with the blood of any liv- 
ing animal; and at the ſame time has 
particles ſmall enough to be convey- 
ed into the veſſels of the bones, ſuch 
is Rubia Tinctorum, Madder Root :* 
for we ſee the gradual advances that 
this tincture makes from the peri- 
oſteum into the more internal parts 
of the bones; and how univerſally the 
diſtribution of liquors is made, the 


whole bony ſubſtance being tinged.” 


From hence it will appear evident that 
all the parts of the body, even the very 
bones, abound with veſſels infinitely ſmall, 
which admit of circulation, for human 
bones, as well as thoſe of any other ani- 
| mal, 


* Philoſ. Tranſ. No. 442, Art. 8. No. 443, Art. 
2. No. 457, Art. 4. Memb. de Acad. des Sciences, 
1739. 
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mal would be dyed red in the ſame man- 
ner, provided madder was to be mixed 
with our food, as they are pervious to 
the ſubtle particles of medicine, which 
act not at all by their gravity, but ra- 
ther by a ſpecific quality, which with the 
animal fluids is conſtantly propelled by 
the heart, and by degrees tranſmitted to 
the aftected part, ſo that let the diſeaſe 
be ever ſo inveterate, and the patient in- 
fected even to the bones, as in Caſes 
fourth and twenty-fifth, provided he will 
conform to ſome rules, and continue the 
Apozem for a ſufficient time, he may in 
the end, with certainty, depend upon an 
abſolute cure. 


Mercurials, when judiciouſly given, 
may cure the pox in robuſt habits, yet 
there are many conſtitutions which hv 
ſuffered ſo much, from the long conti- 
nuance of the diſeaſe, and improper de 
of this mineral, that they are unable 3. 
longer to withſtand: the force of f-ve-e 
remedies, and would unavoidabiy fi 
under a ſalivation, which, with a long 
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courſe of abſtinence, during the progreſs 
of it, would bring on ſuch awaſte of body, 
as never to be repaired ; ſo that many pa- 
fients, though perhaps cured of the di- 
ſeaſe, would languiſh out their days, and 
and at laſt die of a conſumption. This I 
have often ſeen with much concern, eſ- 
pecially in delicate conſtitutions. | 


Almoſt every perſon, from his own 
experience, may know the inconvenience 
attending a ſimple ſprain in any part 
of the body, and how long it is before 
the affected part regains its former ſtrength; 
the ſame cauſe, though in a leſs degree, 
will alſo account for the exceſſive weak - 
neſs that ſo often follows the immode- 
rate uſe of mercury ; for in both caſes the 
nature of the injury is the ſame, viz, 
the application of a greater force to the 
ſolids than their natural ſtructure can bear ; 
only in the firſt, the effect is inſtantane- 
ouſly produced in a particular part, with 
the fenſe of pain; but in the laſt is uni- 
verſal, brought about by degrees ſo flow 

and 
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and inſenſible, as not to give ſuch mani- 
| feſt marks of approaching danger. 


| Indigeſtion and dejection of ſpirits,” are | 
likewiſe diſorders more immediately ariſ- 

ing from relaxation than any other cauſe ; 
as 1s evident, by the means which relieve 
them; for whatever braces the fibres, and 
increaſes muſcular motion, ſeldom fails of 
reſtoring the appetite and ſpirits. 


It very rarely happens, that a new me- 
thod of cure in any diſeaſe gives univer- 
ſal ſatisfaction, for there never are want⸗ 
img ſome men of ſo inviduous a turn of 
mind, that their principal pleaſure con- 
fiſts in decrying the productions of others, 
as if what they ſtrip their neighbours of, 
was to be added to their own characters. 


Old venereal complaints, when combin- 
ed with ſcorbutic or ſcrophula, cauſes a len- 
tor in the capillary blood veſſels, and as 
this ſizy blood is gradually puſhed for- 
wards, by the force of the circulation 
into the veins, it there becomes putrid, 


1 and 
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and impregnates the reſt of the maſs with 
a malignant quality, which is communi— 


cated both to the internal and external 
parts of the body. 


Confirmed poxes I call all thoſe which 
are accompanied with ſome ſort of poiſon : 
now of whatever nature this happens to 
be, it not only infects and corrupts the 
blood, but more particularly ſeizes on the 
ſubtle nervous liquor, which is called the 
animal ſpirits ; hence it is, that theſe 
poxes act with greater rapidity and vio- 
lence, and are much more difficult to cure 
than the other ſorts. 


But there is one circumſtance common 
to all poxes, that Nature endeavours to 
conquer the diſeaſe by ſome ſtruggle or 
other, and by which notice is given that 
the enemy is at hand, as Nature wiſhes 
always to throw forth from the body 
whatever is prejudicial to life. 


Now, whereas the word Nature is made 
uſe of by eins! in the cure of all di- 
ſeaſes, 
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ſeaſes, I will here, once for all, plainly de- 
clare my ſentiments of what we ought to 
underſtand by that word. That there is 
ſomething within us that perceives, 
thinks, and reaſons, is manifeſt beyond 
contradiction ; and yet the nature of that 
ſomething cannot be fully and perfectly 
comprehended in this life. Wherefore I 
ſhall reſign the diſquiſition of this point 
to thoſe who while they know too little 
of, and care leſs for things falling under 
their ſenſes, take great pleaſure of inveſti- 
cating thoſe things which human reaſon 
is incapable of conceiving. However, thus 
far the ſoundeſt philoſophers agree con- 
cerning it, that it is ſomewhat incorpo- 
reds. -- 


For how can fluggiſh matter, which is 
of itſelf void of all motion, be the ſource 
and firſt cauſe of thought, the moſt ex- 
cellent of all motions ? Wherefore, it is 
evident ſufficientiy, that this firſt mover 
within us 15 a ſpirit of ſome kind or other, 
entirely ditterent and ſeparable from ter- 

reſtrial 


5 
reſtrial matter, and yet moſt intimately 
united with our body. 


To me it ſeems probable, that this 
active principle is not of the ſame ſort in 
all; that the all- wiſe Creator has endow- 
ed man with one ſort, and brutes with 
another; that the former ſo far partakes of 
a divine nature, as to be able to exiſt and 
think after its ſeparation from the body; 
but that the latter is of ſuch an inferior 
order, as to periſh with the body. The 
former was by the ancients called Ani- 
mus, and the latter Anima; * and they 
believed that they were both engendered 
in our ſpecies; but this I take to be an 
erroneous poſition ; for as their anima 
ſuffices ſor the functions of life in brutes, 
ſo our animus ſtands not in need of ſach 
an aſſiſtant. Now this matter, if I am 
not miſtaken, ſtands thus : ſuch is the 
compoſition of our fabrick, that when any 
thing pernicious has got footing within 

te 
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* Mundi principio indulſit communis conditor illis 
Tantam animam, nobis animum quoque. 
Juy, SAT. xv. 148. 
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the body, the governing mind gives ſuch 


an impulſe to thoſe inſtruments of moti- 


on, the animal ſpirits, as to raiſe thoſe 


commotions in the blood and humours, 
which may relieve the whole frame from 


the danger in which it is involved. In- 


deed thoſe very motions which are com- 
monly called natural and vital, as thoſe 


of the heart, lungs, and inteſtines, which. 
perſevere through the whole courſe of life, 
even when the will cannot be concerned 


in them; as they have their beginning 
from the mind, ſo they are perpetually 
under its direction. I could eafily bring 
many arguments in confirmation of theſe 
ſentiments, but they would be ſuperfluous 
in this place; beſides, I am happily anti- 
cipated by the late learned Dr.Porterfield, 
a fellow of the Royal College of Edin- 
burgh, in his curious diſſertation on this 
ſubject. 


From philoſophy I return to medicine. 
The ſagacious Dr. Sydenham was fo far 
of this opinion, as to aſſert, that a di- 
ſeaſe is nothing elſe but an effort of na- 


ture | 


* 
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ture to throw off the morbikc matter, for 
the health of the patient. * And Hip- 
pocrates, in his uſual manner, laconically 
_ expreſſed the ſame thing thus : Nature 1s 
the curer of diſeaſes. Now this I have 
obſerved more particularly in peſtilential 
diſeaſes, in which the violence of the 
diſtemper breaks forth on the ſkin in the 
form of puſtules, carbuncles, and buboes, 
all which are the very venom of the di- 
ſeaſe, as the common experiment of giv- 
ing the ſmall pox by innoculation plainly 
demonſtrates. 


That malignity appears in ſuch various 
forms, according to the different nature 
of the infection, that its characteriſtic 
ſigns have given various appellations to 
the lues venerea ; it is always a difficult 
taſk, and ſometimes a needleſs one to in- 
veſtigate the true cauſes of things; but 
as my reader may perhaps expect, that I 
ſhould account for the above mentioned 


differences 


* Vid. Obſervation Medic. circa morborum accer- 
torum Hiſtoriam, at the beginning. 


„ = 
differences in this diſeaſe, I ſhall ſay, that 
the principal reaſons of thoſe differences 
which have occurred to me upon mature 
conſideration, are the almoſt infinite va- 
riety of temperaments in various indivi- 
duals; for ſuch is the power of tempe- 
raments of body, that they deſcend to 
thoſe of the ſame blood, by a ſort of he- 
reditary right; whence ſome diſeaſes are 
found to be familiar and fatal to certain 
families. 


While the nerves of the animal ma- 
chine continue juſtly modulated or braced, 
according to the regular ſtandard of Na- 
ture, the mind will perceive itſelf perfect- 


ly at eaſe, and free from all manner of pain 


and uneaſineſs. 


But ſome perhaps may aſk, how ſhali 
we know when this animal machine is ex- 
actly braced and modulated, agreeable to 
the exact ſtandard of Nature's laws 2? and 
what are the mechanical powers on which 
that modulation depends ? to which I an= 

ſwer, that the mind perceiving itſelf per- 
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fectly at eaſe, will be the cleareſt indiea- 
tion, that the ſeveral undulating fibres 
are acceding neareſt to the balance of 
Nature; for it is impoſſible that any organ 
of the reaſoning inſtrument can be out 
of tune, but that the mind will perceive 
it, ſo that upon thoſe grounds we have a 
ſtandard to go by, or a director to inform 
us, whenever this ſyſtem of matter and 
motion is any way affected, and not only 
ſo, but this thinking being is capable of 
pointing out the very part it perceives pri- 
marily affected, which ſtill gives us the 
greateſt aſſurance, that a diſeaſe ſubſiſts in 
the body. 


Indeed the harmony of the human fa- 
bric is ſo ſurprizingly contrived, that the 
mind and body ſhall equally ſuffer under 
all the various circumſtances of liſe; ſo 
that if the bodily organs be faint, weary, 
=. or any ways diſconcerted in their ſprings, 
4 the mind perceives their affection and is 
x7 affected with the change. Now the queſ- 
= tion is, whether the means made uſe of 
if kor the _—_— * the patient labouring 
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under any diſeaſe, acts upon the body or 
mind ? and from afipbſervations, it moſt 
certainly appears tact upon the bodily 
organs, for, by raiſing the contraction of 
the arteries, we at the ſame time increaſe 
the circulation of the blood, raiſe the 
beating of the pulſe, the motion of the 
heart, and quicken the ſecretion of the 
animal fluids, whereby all the ſenſes are 
revived, the faculties and the ſoul itſelf 
cleared by their fine, ſoft, undulating 
motions, that the fibres, thus braced or 
aſſiſted, ſtrike upon the paſſions. 


Indeed the kind and benificent author 
of our nature has implanted in every 


human individual a principle of reaſon, 


whereby he might diſcover the laws of 
Nature, as far as they concern his con- 
duct of life; and as diſeaſes are one of 
the greateſt evils he can guard againſt, ſo 


is it the buſineſs of the phyſician to diſ- 


cover truly and certainly, on what cauſes 


they are grounded, what matter they 


conſiſt of, the principal organs in which 
they are lodged, and how they may ſafely 
R 2 > be 


„„ 
be eradicated without the leaſt detriment 
to the body; and whatever has hitherto 
been accounted the eſſential definition of 
a phyſician, I will venture to ſpeak it in 


one word, that he is beſt deſerving of that 


character, who beſt knows how to cure 
diſeaſes, and remove the obſtructions that 
embarraſs and overturn the motions of the 
animal oeconomy. 


It is impoſſible that he can know abſo- 


lutely and properly how to cure a diſeaſe 


unleſs he underſtands their ſymptoms, 


cauſes, the principles on which they de- 
pend ; the progreſs they make, and the al- 


terations and changes they infer upon the 
conſtitution of animal bodies and as all 
the alterations, ſymptoms, and phænome- 
na, have their dependence entirely on the 
changes that happen in thoſe external, ob- 
vious, ſenſible qualities of heat, cold, dry 


and moiſture, are dependent on the mo- 


tions of the ſolids and fluids, and altera- 
ble from their different degrees of im- 


pulſe; ſo it follows that all diſeaſes 


mult neceſſarily ariſe from the fo- 
- - = - 
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lids and fluids being rendered in their 


motions, above or beneath the balance 
of Nature; ſo in like manner will the 


different degrees of diſeaſes always 
be attended with different degrees 
of theſe motions, which will infer dif- 
ferent changes in theſe external obvious 


ſenſible qualities, in proportion as the 
motions are increaſed or remitted ; ſo 
will it follow that the peculiar ſymp- 


toms indicating the height or ſeverity 
of any diſeaſe, will be diſcoverable from 


the intenſeneſs of their external, obvious, 


ſenſible qualities; hence the contorſions 
that often involuntarily affect the muſcles 
of the countenance in divers nervous di- 
ſeaſes. When it happens to fall out 
that theſe external obvious ſenſible qua- 
lities ſhould retreat inwardly upon the 
habit; even here the pulſe will diſ- 


cover that retreat, for it is impoſſible that 


the qualities of heat, cold, &c, can re- 


treat, but that the motion will accom- 


pany them, or that the motions can re- 
treat, unleſs there be obſtructions formed 
inwardly upon the habit: or that ob- 
5 ſtructions 
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ftructions can be formed upon any of 


the internal organs, but that the beat- 


ing of the heart muſt be enforced; or 


that the beating of the heart can be 


enforced, without the variation of the 


pulſe, becauſe the beating of the pulſe 
has an immediate dependence upon the 


artery that goes to the heart; fo that 
in this very caſe, which ſeems moſt re- 


mote from an intuitive knowledge, the 


pulſe will inform us not only of this 
retreat, but of the degrees of motion 


that attend it. Thus it appears that we 
have the ſureſt grounds to go upon, 
even in the moſt perplexing caſes, and 
even when the external habit changes its 
temperature. 


Theſe external, obvious, viſible, or 
ſenſible qualities of heat, cold, &c. there- 
fore are of the ſame conſequence to a 


phyſician, that the ſea chart or compaſs 


is to the mariner, and as the latter in- 
forms the ſailor of the courſe he is to 
ſteer, ſo the former directs the phyſi- 


cian to cleareſt indications, not only to 
diſcover 


„ 
diſcover the. moſt abſtruſe cauſes, but 
alſo to adminiſter a cure in the moſt 
ſtubborn and perplexing diſeaſes. 


And thus we arrive at the higheſt 


degree of certainty, in judging of the 
internal motions, and their different de- 
grees, from the external, obvious, ſen- 
fible qualities; for their qualities always 
depend on the internal motions, and 
are certain indications to 'what height 
and degree theſe inward motions. ar- 
Tive. | 


Human underftanding indeed. may be 
miſtaken in judging of objects, not pro- 
perly applied to their view, or placed in 
an improper medium, or at too great a 
diſtance ; but what every one in health 
feels and ſees, he certainly knows to 
be a peiception ; and if 1 ſee and feel the 
habit of the body hot and dry, it is as 
evident a demonſtration to me as any 
mathematical problem whatever, that it 


is endued with thoſe properties I call hot 


and dry; and conſequently that the inter- 


nal 
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nal motions bf the ſolids are forcibly 
impreſſed on the fluids, the ſecretions 
of the juices accelerated, and the blood 
greatly divided, which are all properties 
abſolutely neceſſary to make the habit hot 
and A. 


Theſe changes in the external, ſen- 
fible qualities, upon a change in the 
internal motions of animal bodies, there- 
fore, give us an intuitive knowledge of the 
natufe, cauſe, and ſymptoms of diſeaſes ; 
which, as Mr. Locke very well ob- 
ſerves, is the higheſt kind of evidence 
our ſtate and condition is capable of; 
and which ariſes from our perceptions 
themſelves; than which we cannot have 
any greater certainty, that things arc 
what they are. 8 


The criterion, therefore, by which we 
judge, when all the motions of the a- 
nimal fibres are regular, that is when 
the body is in a ſtate of perfe& health, 
is diſcoverable from the natural power 


<0 1 
of our perception, which depends on the 
natural courſe of the humours, on the 
natural ſecretions of the juices, and on 
the natural contractions of the ſolids ; 
for it is impoſſible that any IR 
lar ſecretion can be vitiated, but? that 
there will be pain and uneaſineſs, or 


that there can be pain or uneaſineſs in 


any organ, but that the mind will 
perceive it. This perception ariſes from 
the neceſſary connexion, conſent, and 
agreement, that all thoſe fine ſprings 
and fibres, that compoſe the animal ma- 


chine, hath with the mind and its fa- 


culties. 


The perception of pain is an idea 
quite different from the pereeption of 
danger; the former always ariſes from 
real cauſes, and is a certain perception 
in the mind, depending on the inter- 
nal ſymptoms of the bodily organs; but 
the knowledge of danger is to be calcu- 
lated from the circumſtances of the 


parts affected, that depend on a chain 


of conſequences out of the reach of the 
"= patient 
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patient to comprehend, & that in all 


caſes of diſeaſes we ought to diſtinguiſh 
between the perceptions and the know- 
ledge that accompany thoſe perceptions. 


'The perceptions are always real appre- 


henſions, from an intuitive view that 
the mind has of the degrees of pain 


and uneaſineſs that at any time affect it, 


through an irregular impreflion of the 
corporeal organs; he, therefore, may cer- 


tainly perceive his pains and uneafi- 


neſſes to be what they are, without 
perceiving the danger that attends thoſe | 


impreſſions, and which has nothing to 
do with thoſe degrees of perception. In 


a word, every perception of pain is a 
certain indication that the body is af- 
fected; but every conſequence drawn 
from the degrees of that perception, is 
no certain indication of danger, but 
muſt be judged of from the viſible cir- 


cumſtances of the parts affected, and 
from the known phaenomena incident 


to affe& the ſeyeral parts under this 


diſeaſe. 


1 am 


( 


1 am not at all ſurprized at the fre- 


quent complaints we hear abroad, of 


many people loſing their fight and hear- 


ing, when ſome gentlemen are ſo ready 


to reſolve the defects of thoſe noble or- 
gans into whim and fancy, by which 


means their diſorders are ſuffered to gain 


ground, and affect the patient with an ir- 
recoverable blindneſs and deafneſs. 


Theſe motes which now and then af- 


fect the eyes of ſome people, are no- 
thing leſs than corpuſcles of tne fluids 
attracting each other, which, as they paſs 
before the retina, darken the atmo- 
ſphere in certain points; which points 


appear to the patient as if they were 


real motes. 


The cauſe of theſe phænomena ariſes 


from the cryſtaline humour being too 


groſsly ſecreted, which demands. the im- 


mediate application of ſome proper re- 


medy, that may divide, attenuate, .and 


reſolve the obſtructions of thoſe fibres 


that ſecrete this humour; .and for this 
purpoſe 
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purpoſe the Montpellier diet drink is a 


ſovereign remedy. 


I have known ſome gentlemen in treat- 
ing their patients, labouring under pains 
of the back, limbs, and ſides, and va- 
rious other ſymptoms, expreſſed by the 
ſufterers ; I ſay, when their phyſicians per- 
ceived the diſeaſe untractable, and not 
eaſily yielding to the force · of medicines 3 
are very ready to charge 1 it upon ſpleen and 
vapours, or what 1s generally termed 
hypochondriac, or, according to their ac- 
ceptation of theſe words, whim and 
fancy; and having been rallied out of 
a real diſeaſe by an ignorant pretender, 
fell a ſacrifice in conſequence, changing 
one world for another, a change that very 
few of us are willing to make, fo long 
as we can conveniently reſide in this. 


From the foregoing arguments and 
reaſonings upon this ſubject, it clearly 
appears, that to be in health, and perceive 
it is the ſame thing; and that it is im- 
poſſible that any man can be in health 

| and 
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and not perceive it, and that there is a 
neceſlary inſeparable connexion between 
the exiſtence of health, and the per- 
ception of that exiſtence ; from which 
whoever deviates, has a demonſtration as 


evident as the nature of the thing will 


admit, that his conſtitution is ſtarting 
from its natural ſtandard. 


Indeed I ſhall not deny, as I have 


already obſerved, but that the mind 


may ſometimes be miſtaken, in judg- 


ing of the degrees as well as danger of 
a diſeaſe; but ſtill the cauſe of that 
wrong judgment muſt ariſe from ſome 


diſaffection in the glands of the brain, 


the immediate inſtrument of regular 
thinking ; ſtill there muſt be ſome real 
diſorder in the bodily organs, ſome real 
foundation for complaint, till the ſprings, 
wheels, and pullies of the conſtitution, 
muſt by ſome means or other be diſ- 
concerted, or elſe the mind can never 
receive the impreſſion of a diſeaſe, 
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